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As well as land and burial records the archives collection includes items such as old minute 
and letter books, files and documents on numerous subjects, maps, plans and photographs.  
 
“We have all sorts of archives which may be useful to people. There is a large collection of 
old letters which can provide interesting glimpses into the history of the area – although the 
handwriting and spelling can be a challenge at times,” says Mr Wright. “One example is 
letters from original hut owners at the Rakaia Huts.” 
 
The Council recently launched a new online database of cemetery records of Selwyn’s 19 
public cemeteries which contains over 10,000 records which can be searched by name or 
location.  It can be accessed online at www.selwyn.govt.nz/cemsearch. 
 
The majority of the council archives are held at the Rolleston Council building in the records 
room. A request form to view archives is available online the council website under the My 
Property tab, on the Records and Archives page or call records staff on 03 347 2906. 
 
 
 
Ends 
 
Photo attached: Selwyn Archives and Records Officer Stephen Wright laying out some of the 
maps and photos available in the council archives and records 
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