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From: Jo Frecker [mailto:jo@frecker.com.au]
Sent: Friday, 6 June 2014 5:18 p.m.

To: Tim Harris
Subject: J M Frecker Pocock Road Submission for Property

Att: Tim Harris
District Planning Manager
Selwyn District Council

Dear Mr Harris

We are very grateful to be part of the undersigned group who have worked through this
process to make Springfield the place it needs to be now and in the future.

We trust our Mayor and Councillors will listen to the vibrant discussion that was put to
you, Tim Harris and your team, on 5 & 6 May at the Springfield Community Hall.

We are very pleased with the enormous work Catherine Field has done as Secretary, with

Robert Yaxley as Chairman, on assuring the Mayor & Council Members that Springfield is
a forward thinking, well adjusted and securely founded community . It would seem all of
us agree Springfield has been neglected at the end of the SD Council area but we have so
much to add as the gateway and the recreational foothold for Selwyn District Council and
a strong, united and positive community.

To play global in the world today we need to support ourselves locally and that was
certainly the will of the meeting. Selwyn District Council need to see the opportunities for
the full range of possibilities for Springfield.

We the residents and business owners have all seen it for years and trust that Selwyn
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HAVE YOUR SAY ABOUT OUR TOWN’S FUTURE!



Springfield Township Committee’s Submission Selwyn 2031 –Development Strategy



Submissions are due to Council 6 June 2014



If you agree with the township’s submission, please put in a submission yourself and state that you agree with the Springfield Township’s submission. Take the opportunity to add what you want as well.



Copies of the submission forms can be collected from the Darfield Library, or can be accessed on-line at the SDC website www.selwyn.govt.nz, or in with your rates notices.



Submissions can be:

· posted to Selwyn District Council

· emailed

· submitted on line - type this link into address bar of your internet connection
http://www.selwyn.govt.nz/about-this-site/have-your-say/hys-listings/selwyn-2031-draft-district-development-strategy/online-submission-form .



We made a great start at the beginning of this month with the Council in no doubt that we are passionate about our township, we have old outstanding issues and we want to see the town grow and develop. 

We need to keep this momentum going if we want to see this town grow over the next 18 years.
Selwyn 2031 Submission on behalf of the Springfield Township Committee

 ‘If you do not live in the future today, you will live in the past tomorrow’.

1. Overall we partly agree with the 5 Strategic Directions for managing population growth in Draft Selwyn 2031.

Comments:

We somewhat agree with the 5 strategic directions however we want Springfield township and surrounding areas to be considered more than they currently are.



2. We think the priorities for the future development of Selwyn are:

· Water quality and quantity in Springfield

· Resolve the current land issues in Springfield

· Return the areas that had Rural Residential zoning back to Rural Residential – the existing titles exist and the expectations of the area are that these sections are lifestyle blocks.

· Develop a township plan for Springfield as it is the first stop off the Alpine Ranges and the last stop before the mountain and lake playgrounds.



3. We feel that while a lot of growth will happen in townships of Selwyn close to Christchurch, that there is a need to undertake strategic planning to manage growth in the remainder of the district targeting Springfield as one of the earlier townships as Springfield is poised to be a tourist stop. 



 ‘Key Future Focuses: Crystal Valley….Crystal Valley will employ approximately 500 full time and seasonal staff. Information Centre.. Due to the expansions at Porter/Crystal Valley plans are in place for a small information centre to be situated in Springfield [already present in the Station Café]. Springfield will likely become the tourism hub for Selwyn district in future years. Tourists driving to the West Coast from Christchurch, North Canterbury, South Canterbury; skiers and boarders heading to the Selywn ski fields and those on the TranzAlpine will all pass and stop at Springfield.’ (Background Information for Selwyn 2031, p99 – abridged to reflect the importance of Springfield as a tourist township in Selwyn)


 Springfield has the second largest number of people visiting its public toilets which means people stop and take a wander, enjoy a coffee and pizza from one of the cafes. In essence, Springfield can be a lot more if it is allowed to grow, to develop as a decent tourist stopover as well as providing a lifestyle for those wanting to escape Christchurch, Australia or other busy cities.



With the advent of the CPW coming on stream, we understand that the downstream effects of this is huge and almost instanteous. Refer to the facts and statistics given by Andrew Curtis, CEO CPW. We need to be planning for it now, and we need to be able to move on our feet quickly when demand starts to rise.


4. We feel that whilst a lot of growth will happen in the townships rather than the rural areas, that there is a need to address subdivision of housing developments in the rural areas of existing township land and smaller sections less than 20ha.


5. A) Comments on the township network concept:

- Darfield is an important service centre on the west of SH1 and services a wide area of the district from Greendale/Hororata to Windwhistle/Glentunnel to Arthurs Pass/Castle Hill/ Springfield/ Sheffield and the small community clusters in between. 

 - Darfield needs to be elevated to Sub-District Centre. Whilst Darfield maybe 2000 people, the area it services is more than 6000.

 - Springfield is a rural township and whilst it services tourists for the better part of 100 years, it also services surrounding areas such as Kowai Bush, Russell Flats, Annat, Porters Ski field, Castle Hill and Cass. 


6. Comments on the concept of district wide self sufficiency - A good concept. Applying this to Springfield the township needs:
 - Better access to broadband for locals, businesses, tourists and visitors alike (SDC to help facilitate this)
 - Cater for mountain staff accommodation
-  Cater for tourists eating, sleeping and recreational requirements
-  Reduce the speed through the township to 50km/phr (SDC to facilitate this with NZTA)
-  Parking plan to cater for increased growth
-  An overall district plan for Springfield
 - A clear traffic management strategy to cater for increased tourists to the area – Old West Coast Rd, SH73, traffic speeds through towns.


7. Yes, we think that the Council should encourage a greater range of housing options in Selwyn an in particular to Springfield. Consider:

· Lifestyle blocks

· Short term accommodation ie. Motels, lodges, backpackers

· Medium term accommodation ie. Independent units with shared utility facilities such as kitchen, lounge and laundry.

· 

8. Thoughts on section sizes, subdivision layouts, pedestrian or cycleways or types of houses within the new growth areas: No Comments.



9. We think the Council should help to create a strong and resilient community by:

a. Working in a co-operative nature with land-owners and developers willing to invest in Selwyn. To this end, this includes:

i.  providing a clear checklist of all Council planning requirements and information  to be attached to each set of application types thus reducing the amount of time spend tooing and frooing and prolonging the application process.

ii. A council and planning memorandum of understanding that if rules change, existing land –owner previous abilities are not affected. This will go towards providing surety that existing Council decisions that are used as part of due-diligence when purchasing land will continue and therefore lead to investor confidence in investing in Selwyn.

iii. Be open-minded to visionaries! Whilst they may be streets ahead of the current paradigms, these people have great things to offer in the communities. Usually developers, and if they are prepared to invest, look and consider what they are proposing with an open mind.

iv. Re-consider the level of the development levies.

v. Be far more pro-active and work on streaming the planning process reducing timelines required for applications.

b. Adopt an attitude of getting to know the communities and work positively with them to resolve issues and promote growth and development. This can be achieved by:

i.  Mayor, Councillors, Members of staff take a proactive, positive and pro-development / pro-growth approach when working with communities, individuals, investors, developers, rate-payers, residents

ii.  visit the communities and get to know the communities, how they tick, what their strengths are, what the issues are

iii. develop strong relationships with township committees

iv.  pro-actively work with the communities, businesses, developers, investors, rate-payers, residents to resolve out-standing issues.

v. Clear communication and requirements from Council.



10.  Springfield needs to grow and be allowed to develop. For too long it has been squashed. It is a future tourist township as it is the gateway, the last stop, to the adventure playground on Selwyn’s back door step.


The Vision for Springfield includes:

· Gateway to the Recreational Playground of the mountains, lakes and rivers

· Support current recreational facilities and businesses, whilst supporting development of new facilities.

· An important stopover in the thoroughfare to the West Coast.

Some of the things that the residents want in Springfield are:

· The ability to operate commercial premises along both sides of the SH73 through the township from the church to Pococks Rd

· Free up the land west of Pococks Rd and North of the Railine, to the east of the township to Springfield and Domain Rds and let the market decide where it will go. Some land owners will want to develop, some won’t so zone more than needed now and allow the flexibility and keep things affordable.

· Develop a great connection between the Rail Station and the Commercial District of Springfield

· Develop some Council Reserve land as Reserves for the locals, weary travellers etc to enjoy.

· With the increase in traffic to the township, consider the roading requirements and in particular, the speed traffic  is allowed to go through the town. Assist the township to lobby NZTA for greater speed controls as current speed limits do not enhance the future direction and growth of this township.

· SDC to lobby for greater broadband access and speed to not only service the locals and businesses, but also to service the tourists, visitors to the township.

· Action on the lack of water and poor quality experienced on the township water supply. This needs to improve and in the short-term. It is noted, that some work is underway, but the focus needs to remain.

· Get the public toilets built before the end of this year.


District Council now will have a better sense of how our strong community can work
cooperatively to improve for all now and with a long term proactive vision for the future.

It would be foolish if an elected Council overlooked such a force from a relatively small
community numerically - we are a community that seeks progress and with all of our own
visions have come together to show that. We can all stand proud.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment individually and as our community.

Yours sincerely Jo and David Frecker

Jo & David Frecker - of 27 Pocock Road Springfield
PO Box 355

Mosman NSW 2088

Tel: +61 2 9909 2500

jo@frecker.com.au

From: Catherine Field [mailto:catherine@73hire.co.nz]
Sent: Thursday, 29 May 2014 6:32 AM

To: williams594@xtra.co.nz; sianandsean@yahoo.co.nz; tony.f.ward@gmail.com;
mtwhite@farmside.co.nz; jpacker@xtra.co.nz; d.john.reid@xtra.co.nz; billwoods@slingshot.co.nz;
benmorejames@scorch.co.nz; grunter747@xtra.co.nz; wlwilson@xtra.co.nz; ‘Bronwyn Squires’;
r.b.j@xtra.co.nz; mark@procon.net.nz; ann.shepherd@xtra.co.nz; rob@stoneybrook.co.nz;
mandhmillken@xtra.co.nz; carolyn@norwest.net.nz; enquiries@annavaledowns.co.nz; ‘Rochelle’;
'‘Jose Heather'; 'David Abbott'; pmrholdings@orcon.net.nz; stay@smylies.co.nz;
bob.gillard@harcourts.co.nz; manhmilliken@gmail.com; ‘Leisa Yaxley'; 'Rob Curle'; 'Jo Frecker'; 'Bob

and Dinita Yaxley'; 'Ross Boyce'; '‘Brent Davis'; ‘Graeme Dawson'; 'lvan and Sheree Hopkins'; 'Kerry
Pauling'; 'Margaret Paterson'; 'Tara Keogh'; fgnimmo@xtra.co.nz
Subject: Submission details

Cheers

Catherine Field
Secretary Springfield Township Committee
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