




































































The relief sought is:  

 

To change the applicable objectictives, policies, rules and other methods of the 

Selwyn District Plan in a manner that will: 

• Provide for the expansion and upgrading of the Porter Heights Ski Area along 

the lines of the proposal behind the Plan Change 

• Ensure that modification of Conservation Estate is kept to the minimum extent 

and area necessary to accommodate the proposed upgrade 

• Protect the conservation and ecological values of the site of the proposal to the 

maximum extent practicable and provide an adequate environmental 

compensation package to off-set any loss of such values that cannot be 

adequately avoided or mitigated. Examples of such compensation could 

include, but would not be limited to pest eradication and habitat restoration in 

surrounding areas. 

• Ensure that all sewage and waste is treated and disposed of in a manner that 

has no adverse effects on soil or water quality 

• Require construction activities to be undertaken in a manner that prevents 

sediment or contaminant runoff into waterways 

• Require sealing and runoff treatment for access roads 

• Ensure complete revegetation, with appropriate native vegetation, of disturbed 

areas as soon as practicable 

• Maintain, to the extent practicable, public access to Conservation Estate 

affected by the proposal.   

• Provide for reduced-price family, club, group and school concessions for ski 

passes, in order to compensate for any loss or restriction of public access and 

to ensure that all socio-economic groups can enjoy the benefits of the proposal 

to their social and cultural wellbeing  

• Ensure the character of buildings and plantings is such that it is appropriate for 

the ecological and natural character values of the area. 

 

Reasons 

 

If undertaken in a sensitive, ecologically appropriate and accessible manner, this 

project has the potential to enhance greatly the ability of the people and 

communities of Christrchurch, Canterbury and New Zealand to provide for their 

social, economic and cultural health and wellbeing.  Although certain adverse 

effects on amenity and natural character are inevitable, if the appropriate controls 

and compensation are required, these effects will be mitigated and off-set by the 

positive effects of the proposal, to the extent required by Part 2 of the Resource 

Management Act.  In particular, it seems likely that the proposal will provide 

great benefits in terms of: 

- Increased foreign revenue from Australian tourism 

- Increased revenue from higher numbers of domestic visitors 

- Flow-on economic benefits for the Selwyn District from the construction 

and operation phases 

- Further economic benefits for the wider Canterbury Region, including 

Christchurch and Christchurch International Airport 

- Benefits to the social wellbeing and health of Christchurch and Canterbury 

residents from improved access to better alpine sports facilities 



- An efficient and more sustainable use of existing infrastructure by being 

located close to Christchurch and surrounding towns with their existing 

major transport and tourism accommodation/facilities 

- Improvements to the safety of users of the ski-field by eliminating the risks 

associated with the use of the currently unsealed and potentially unstable 

access road.   

 

Subject to the relief sought, the changes will render the rules, policies and 

objectives as amended a more appropriate means of implementing Part 2 RMA 

than the current zoning, which fails provide sufficiently for the additional benefits 

that would flow from a development along the lines proposed.   
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NEW ZEALAND SNOWSPORTS COUNCIL 
INCORPORATED 

 
PO Box 27501 
WELLINGTON 6141 
Phone:  (04) 9771144 
Fax:  (04) 9771112 
Email: 
nzsc@gosnow.co.nz 

 

 
9 September 2010 
 
 
 
Selwyn District Council 
PO Box 90  
Rolleston 7643 
 
Dear Sirs 
 
RE: PORTERS PROPOSED EXPANSION 
 
The NZ Snowsports Council (NZSC) is an umbrella body representing the following organisations: 
 Ski Areas Association NZ (Commercial Ski Areas, Club areas and suppliers) 
 NZ Snow Industries Federation (importers, wholesalers, retailers/rental outlets) 
 Snow Sports NZ (Competitive snowsports organisations) 
 NZ Mountain Safety Council  
 
The NZSC was established in 1988 to encourage increased participation in snow sports for New Zealanders 
and overseas visitors of all ages and abilities.  Our vision: Growth in snow sports for all – snow for life 
 
Growing participation in snowsports and recreation has been and continues to be the NZSC’s aim on behalf of 
its member organisations.  We all have a vested interest in this aim. 
 
The industry measures its growth by seasonal ski area visits (number of lift passes sold).  In 1988 commercial 
ski areas achieved 616,000 ski area visits.  In 2009 ski areas achieved 1,536,000 (record for the industry) ski 
area visits.   
 
Investment by ski areas has proven that growth is eminent and will continue.   The increase in ski area visits 
and resulting growth over the past 22 years is a result of the following: 
 1. Investment in lifts, snowmaking and customer services 
 2. Increased and improved marketing (collective and individual marketing budgets) 
 3. Improved access to ski areas - main highways and mountain roads 

4. Advent of snowboarding and other snow sports such as free skiing 
 5. Increase in the Australian market – eg direct flights into the southern lakes area 
The NZSC and its member organisations have supported industry members throughout this period as we know 
investment in new developments help achieve our vision and aim.  
  
The Porters Proposed Expansion is a great example of a new development which will generate further growth 
in snow sports and recreation in NZ and the Canterbury region.   
 
1. Investment in lifts, snowmaking and customer services 
The Crystal Valley development and Porters Basin upgrade with new lifts, snow making, village and state of 
the art customer services will result in further snow sports growth making Porters a very viable and attractive 
destination equal to any snow sports destination anywhere in the world. 
 
2. Increased and improved marketing (collective and individual marketing budgets) 
The increased growth highlighted above has occurred mainly in the Southern Lakes Region (Queenstown and 
Wanaka) and Mt Ruapehu Region.   Both regions have the benefit of two or more large developed ski areas 
strengthening each region’s attractiveness as a snow sports and recreation destination. 
 
The Porters expansion will provide Canterbury with two large developed ski area destinations as well.   
Canterbury will be seen as a more attractive destination for snow sports and recreation.   It will be on the same 
level as the Southern Lakes and Mt Ruapehu regions both experiencing huge growth in the past two decades.    
From a marketing point of view Canterbury can be marketed much more strongly off shore in Australia 
particularly and in the North Island on the same basis offering two well developed and accessed ski area 
destinations. 
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3. Improved access to ski areas - main highways and mountain roads 
The access to Porters Ski Area has always been good with a main and well maintained sealed highway 
servicing Canterbury and the West Coast with a short ski area gravel road to Porter’s ski area car park and 
lifts.   
 
The Porters expansion improves the current access considerably with the addition of a short tar sealed road to 
the village and gondola accessing the chairlifts in Porter’s Basin and Crystal Valley.   
 
Improved access to any ski area results in increased growth especially in present and future times where 
participants want to arrive at destinations as quickly, efficiently and safely as possible.  Examples of how 
growth is enhanced by improving access to ski areas include the sealed road to Coronet Peak only 25 minutes 
from Queenstown, sealing the Crown Range Road (including barriers) has increased Cardrona’s visits out of 
Queenstown, sealed roads at Turoa and Whakakapa at Mt Ruapehu.  Interestingly the four ski areas 
mentioned have experienced the most growth of any of our commercial ski areas in NZ. 
 
4. Advent of snowboarding and other snow sports such as free skiing 
Snowboarding has helped the industry increase participation in snow sports over the last 15 years.   Currently 
38% of ski area visits are snowboarders. 
 
It is widely known world wide that snowboarders do not like surface lifts such as t-bars, platters and tow ropes.  
Surface lifts are hard to ride and they find chairlifts much easier being elevated off the snow.  
 
The Porters expansion with new chairlifts in the Porters Basin and Crystal Valley will enable further growth 
attracting more snowboarders to the ski area.  Ski areas serviced by chairlifts have more snowboarders 
participating.  
 
5. Increase in the Australian market – eg direct flights into the southern lakes area 
The Australian tourism market is the most important off shore market we have annually and this includes 
winter.  Numbers out of Australia for snow sports have increased dramatically since direct flights started into 
Queenstown.  We are now attracting 80,000 Australians a year for snow sports and with increased marketing 
efforts this figure can continue to grow. 
 
Christchurch being our second largest international gateway and having many more international flight arrivals 
than Queenstown is in a perfect position to handle more Australian visitors in winter.  The Porters expansion 
will attract more Australians to Christchurch and being only a short distance from the ski area and village is 
ideally placed from an access point of view. 
 
I am very happy to attend any planning hearing regarding the Porters Expansion to expand on these points. 
 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
 
Miles Davidson 
Executive Director 

 








































































































