
 

  

 

                    17 Allen Street, Central Christchurch, Telephone: +64 3 377 4374  Website:www.mkt.co.nz 
 

R e p o r t :  [ G W  W I L F I E L D  P L A N  C H A N G E ]  –  [ D E C E M B E R  2 0 1 8 ]    | P a g e  1 

 

 
Monday 3rd December 2018  
 
 

To: GW Wilfield Ltd 

 
ATTN: Kim Seaton 

kim@novogroup.co.nz  

 
 
Papatipu Rūnanga Report  on  GW Wilfield Ltd  Private Plan Change, West Melton 

 

Manawhenua Statement 

 
Ngāi Tahu are tangata whenua of the Canterbury region, and hold ancestral and contemporary 
relationships with Canterbury. The contemporary structure of Ngāi Tahu is set down through the Te 
Rūnanga o Ngāi Tahu Act 1996 (TRoNT Act) and, through this structure and this Act, sets the 
requirements for recognition of tangata whenua in Canterbury. 
 
The following Papatipu Rūnanga hold manawhenua over the project’s location, as it is within their 
takiwā:  
 

• Te Ngai Tūāhuriri Runanga & Te Taumutu Rūnanga  

 
The natural resources – water (waterways, waipuna (springs), groundwater, wetlands); mahinga kai; 
indigenous flora and fauna; cultural landscapes and land - are taonga to manawhenua and they 
have concerns for activities potentially adversely affecting these taonga. These taonga are integral 
to the cultural identity of ngā rūnanga manawhenua and they have a kaitiaki responsibility to protect 
them. The policies for protection of taonga that are of high cultural significance to ngā rūnanga 
manawhenua are  articulated in the Mahaanui Iwi Management Plan (IMP). 
 
 

Assessment of Proposal 
 

• G W Wilfield Ltd is seeking to undertake a  private change to the Selwyn District Plan to 
enable higher density development at the existing West Melton subdivision. 
 

https://webmail.ngaitahu.iwi.nz/owa/redir.aspx?C=7fxx0nlLd0C6zv4I_jhCnzPYAS_UWNJI5I-yrClmr4R-rMestuUnvVT0JaBMpal7XR7ahiMGagM.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fcp.mcafee.com%2fd%2f2DRPoOrhoKO-ZtNUsrKrhKyUejvjsjdEThs79LI9ICQrEK3ATQT6jqdSrKfICzBZYTV-Ox_aSxHp4DeI0l0zIFWjrWhyng53s2eODFdLF69t0kdLeTtuRB_HYCM-O-YVRXBQShPfczAS7C3hPR4n5HFGTKNOEuvkzaT0QSyrjdTV5xdVYsyMCqejtPo09kHfHlW0FxKfDOEjJI_za1451YUXRGZ0kdFzAn1RXCMmd96y0iGImd45njh0mGT4Qga_1ISCyrhqkFpPqh
http://www.google.co.nz/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCOOhwbj9tccCFceclAod9_MFLg&url=http://mkt.co.nz/&ei=TObUVePLDMe50gT355fwAg&bvm=bv.99804247,d.dGo&psig=AFQjCNGQf_ttF4JpvPeQNlSXAODIzqiLsA&ust=1440102345075662
mailto:kim@novogroup.co.nz
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• The existing subdivision consists of 191 residential lots, which is proposed to increase by 
approximately 72 additional lots, to an approximate total of 252 lots. 
 
 

• It has been confirmed by the landowner, that there is sufficient sewer capacity available to 
accommodate the anticipated increase in demand. 
 

• Stormwater will also continue to be discharged to ground via a system of soakpits and 
swales. 

• The change is primarily sought due to a lack of market demand for larger sections of the size 
that are currently permitted. 

• There are no recorded archaeological findings, waterways, wetlands or significant vegetation 
within the site. 

Figure 1: Proposed plan change area, bordered by West Coast Rd (State Highway 73) to the north, 
and Weedons Ross Rd to the west.  
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Evaluation in relation to Mahaanui Iwi Management Plan (MIMP) 
 

The matters that are relevant to this particular proposal have been identified as: 
 

P3.1 To require that local government recognise and provide for the particular interest of Ngāi Tahu 
Papatipu Rūnanga in urban and township planning. 

P3.2 To ensure early, appropriate and effective involvement of Papatipu Rūnanga in the 
development and implementation of urban and township development plans and strategies, 
including but not limited to: 

1) Urban development strategies; 

2)  Plan changes and Outline Development Plans; 

3) Area plans; 

4) Urban planning guides, including landscape plans, design guides and sustainable building 
guides; 

5) Integrated catchment management plans (ICMP) for stormwater management; 

6) Infrastructure and community facilities plans, including cemetery reserves; and 

7)  Open space and reserves planning. 

 

P4.1 To work with local authorities to ensure a consistent approach to the identification and 
consideration of Ngāi Tahu interests in subdivision and development activities, including: 

1) Encouraging developers to engage with Papatipu Rūnanga in the early stages of 
development planning to identify potential cultural issues including the preparation of 
Cultural Impact Assessment reports; 

2) Ensuring engagement with Papatipu Rūnanga at the Plan Change stage, where plan 
changes are required to enable subdivision; 

3) Requiring that resource consent applications assess actual and potential effects on tāngata 
whenua values and associations; 

4) Ensuring that effects on tāngata whenua values are avoided, remedied or mitigated using 
culturally appropriate methods; 

5) Ensuring that subdivision consents are applied for and evaluated alongside associated land 
use and discharge consents; and 

6) Requiring that ‘add ons’ to existing subdivisions are assessed against the policies in this 
section. 

P4.3 To base tāngata whenua assessments and advice for subdivision and residential land 
development proposals on a series of principles and guidelines associated with key issues of 
importance concerning such activities, as per Ngāi Tahu subdivision and development guidelines 
(see pages 106-109). 
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TM2.8 To require the integration of robust biodiversity objectives in urban, rural land use and 
planning, including but not limited to: 

1) Indigenous species in shelter belts on farms; 

2) Use of indigenous plantings as buffers around activities such as silage pits, effluent ponds, 
oxidation ponds, and industrial sites; 

3) Use of indigenous species as street trees in residential developments, and in parks and 
reserves and other open space; and 

4) Establishment of planted indigenous riparian margins along waterways. 

WAI4.1 To require recognition that subdivision and development in the Waimakariri catchment has 
the potential to affect tāngata whenua values and interests, in particular: 

1) Lowland streams, drains, wetlands and waipuna, and the desire to manage these as 
mahinga kai; 

2) Mahinga kai resources and opportunities; 

3) Silent files; and 

4) Wāhi tapu and wāhi taonga 

WAI4.2 To require that local government recognise and provide for the particular interest of 
Papatipu Rūnanga in subdivision and development activities in the Waimakariri catchment, 
including: 

(a) Ensuring that engagement with the Papatipu Rūnanga is not limited to silent file or wāhi tapu 
triggers. 

WAI4.3 To assess subdivision and development proposals in the catchment with reference to 
general policy on Subdivision and Development (Issues P.4, addressed above). 

 

Conclusion 

 

• The proposed Plan Change is not inconsistent with the policies in the Mahaanui Iwi 
Management Plan. 

• Both of the affected Papatipu Rūnanga do not have any major concerns to raise in regards 
to the proposal, as it is largely consistent with expected density of development in the West 
Melton area. 

• In considering subdivision and associated development, nga rūnanga are particularly 
interested in infrastructure design (including avoiding direct discharging to water bodies) and 
capacity. 

o The on-site land-based stormwater system is supported.  

• The application demonstrates that infrastructure will be able to cope with additional demand 
resulting from the proposed plan change, or that upgrades will be undertaken where 
required. 
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• As acknowledged in the application, an Accidental Discovery Protocol is a suitable 
mechanism to mitigate against the potential adverse effects of earthworks on wāhi tapu and 
wāhi taonga values.  

• Subdivision and development can provide an opportunity to enhance cultural landscape 
values such as biodiversity. 

• The below recommendations provided by ngā rūnanga should be appropriately implemented 
as part of the proposal.  

 

Recommendations 

Recommendation 1 

That all stormwater soakpits and swales within the subdivision be planted with appropriate 
indigenous vegetation to enhance their capacity to filter contaminants. This would provide the 
additional benefit of enhancing indigenous biodiversity at the site. 

Recommendation 2 

That the new zone be subject to the existing rule requiring land use consent holders to follow an 
Accidental Discovery Protocol (consistent with Appendix 3 of the Mahaanui Iwi Management Plan) 
during earthworks. 

Recommendation 3 

That an additional rule be incorporated into the plan change requiring locally sourced indigenous 
vegetation to be included in landscaping plans.  

 

Mahaanui Kurataiao staff are available to discuss this report further or assist in direct engagement 
with rūnanga if desired. 

 

Report Prepared by: 

Kenya Calder 

Graduate Environmental Advisor 

 

Peer Reviewed By: 

Amy Beran 

Environmental Advisor  and Consents Lead 
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Appendix 1:  Mahaanui Iwi Management Plan 2013- ADP 

 

 


