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LAYBURN
HODGINS

BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS

17 February 2023

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

| Trevor Kinred Quirk confirm that | am the solicitor for Clark Casey and the Casey & Sons
Farming Trust.

During the months of February, March and April 2022 Mr Casey expressed his concerns with
the pressure being put on him by Campbell McMath to sign off the Resource Consent
Application for the proposed Brookside Solar Farm.

Mr Casey met with me on several occasions concerned with the proposed application and the
serious impact it may have had on his own farm. On each occasion he was concerned by Mr
McMath'’s questions on whether he had signed off his consent.

Yours faithfully
LAYBURN HODGINS LIMITED

(

TK QUIRK

Director
Email: trevor@layburn.co.nz

EHTL-004948-0-14-V1 Phone: +64 3 366 2332 Fax: +64 3 366 3143 www.layburn.co.nz
Email: .Co.
Level 1, 205 Durham Street malk layburnileyburmscoms

South
PO Box 795, Christchurch
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9th February 2023 10 Duchess Place
Clarke Casey Maupuia
Brookeside Wellington 6022
CANTERBURY

Dear Clarke

KeaX (Campbell McMath) Approach for New Solar Farm

| am writing to confirm my very strong opinion on the unprofessional approach by Campbell McBeth
representing his need to gain your approval to establish an extensive solar farm next to your
valuable farm property in Brookside.

Over a period of three months (February to April 2022) he approach you and place enormous
pressure trying to get you to provide written approval of his proposed solar farm scheme thereby
aiding him in securing the very necessary Resource Consent as this new scheme would/ should
involve a major District Plan change to the current use of the surrounding farm land.

During this period, | was provided with a copy of KeaX letter dated February 2022 and a draft copy of
Boffa Miskell’s AEE. After reading this submission | provided you with some questions to ask them
considering that the information provided was of such a low level that it totally lacked any critical
professional engineering reports (sound, heat, visual etc) to support their claims that such a new
solar farm would not cause any visual effect to the neighbouring properties let alone the
surrounding farmland. Add to this is the obvious risk to devaluing your farm asset.

During this period there was continuous pressure being placed by Campbell demanding that you
support his application. The pressure being placed upon you at this time with all the other critical
matters you were dealing with was frankly unprofessional.

It is hard to believe that such a low level application would even be considered by your local Council
when all the effects of such a change of use of such valuable high quality farm land. The critical

independent engineering reports to confirm that there will be no visual/ financial effects by them
accepting such an application is hard to fathom.

Yours sincerely

Jim McArley






FOUNDATION FOR ARABLE RESEARCH

To the Selwyn District Council.
9 February 2023
Re: Solar panel development at Brookside, near Leeston.

The Foundation for Arable Research (FAR) has been approached for a technical opinion on the proposed development of a
utility scale solar power facility at Brookside near Leeston and its potential impacts on neighbouring arable production.

We will not make any comment on the overall cost-benefit of this proposed land use change, but focus on the impact of an
increase in native and other tree plantings at the boundaries of the property and the grazing of pasture species surrounding
the solar panels.

In our capacity as a research organization, we have accumulated substantial evidence of bird behavior and management, and
in particular the impacts of tree plantings at the boundaries of arable crops on bird populations and crop damage. This
evidence includes:
e Introduced farmland birds can reach very high densities in New Zealand.
e  Habitat characteristics associated with bird presence on farms are boundary habitat (hedgerows and shelterbelts)
and the area of woody vegetation present.
e  Bird feeding in wheat can lead to crop losses of 6- 8t/ha in paddock boundaries close to shelterbelts.
e  Removal of shelter belts and hedgerows in key areas where birds cause damage to crops reduces perch sites for
birds and potentially encourages them to find other places to feed.

International data on other arable crops such as sunflower, an important crop in the local arable rotation, confirm the
significant role of trees in increasing crop seed predation by birds in an agricultural landscape. As introduced farmland birds
frequently move at a scale beyond individual farm boundaries to access resources, FAR believe it important to consider the
probable detrimental impacts of plantings on or at the boundaries of this solar farm on neighbouring arable enterprises.

In addition, international observations from initiatives to increase vegetation plantings and the planting of pasture species for
grazing on solar panel farms also suggest a likely increase in weed ingress into surrounding production systems, with
movement of pollen increasing as a result of less managed landscapes. FAR believe that considering appropriate
management of the pasture species used for grazing is critical to mitigate potential yield loss from increased weed pressure
as a result of this development.

In summary, FAR believe a robust review of the unintended consequences outlined above is necessary as part of the
consenting process for the utility scale solar power facility at Brookside.

Yours faithfully,

724

v

Andrew Pitman
General Manager Research & Development

PO Box 23133, Hornby, Christchurch 8441, New Zealand ¢ Phone: +64 3 345 5783 ¢ Fax: +64 3 341 7061 ¢ Email: far@far.org.nz ¢ www.far.org.nz

ADDING VALUE TO THE BUSINESS OF CROPPING
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To The Selwyn District Council. 28/11/2022

Dear Sirs,

We write to you in support of our very good hybrid seed farmer, Mr Clarke
Casey.

The subject is:- Concern about the planned significant planting of trees around
perimeter of a new solar panel farm next to Mr Casey’s property, and the
consequent effect of increased bird attack on high value seed crops.

Mr Casey has significant and legitimate concerns about this large planting trees
around the perimeter of the Solar Farm. There are two main areas of concern:-

Firstly:- It is the likely large increase in the bird population, right next to the
valuable seed productions Mr Casey farms. As evidenced by FAR (Foundation
for Arable Research) trials, high bird populations can eat 39% of brassica seed
crops. This is a legitimate concern which could result in the non-viability of a
valuable seed growing future for Mr Casey. We believe this is an absolutely
unintended consequence of the tree plantings, but one that must be
considered please.

Secondly:- and likely more lethal to any neighboring seed growing operation, is
an enclosed area of land behind trees that could grow volunteers (ie brassica
plants of the same species as the crop being produced). Such a situation would
cause out-cross pollination, with the valuable seed crop, rendering the seed
unsalable.

South Pacific Seeds and Mr Casey would like reassurance that:-

1) The area of land under and around the panels would be kept closely
grazed or otherwise managed in such a way that wild and volunteer
plants were simply not allowed to flower at any time in Spring and
summer.

2) There would be some kind of mitigation of, or compensation for, the
increased bird damage to Mr Caseys seed crops, from the new bird
populations right next to his property.

Personally, | have seen several Solar farms is different parts of the world and |
don’t recall any that were surrounded by trees. Rather an open, obvious site of
a neat and tidy solar farm was apparent. We note the same situation at our



local new Opuke Hot Pools in Methven where the Solar farm is part of the
theme and the attraction.

We hope that these matters can be considered and a solution to Mr Casey’s
concerns will be implemented.

Kind regards,
John McKay
Managing Director,

South Pacific Seeds (NZ) Ltd.



Petition against changed land use from rural to
industrial (viz. solar farm) at Brookside.

Circulated by Clark Casey, Donna Kewish, and Michael Dalley to
affected locals within the Brookside-area. The petition will be presented
to Selwyn District Council along with written objections by 11" December.

An array of solar panels is proposed for Pitcairn farm (owned by Wards) near the Brookside Substation
{corner of Buckleys and Branch Drain Roads) in a "limited notification" to immediate neighbours by KeaX
Ltd, This may be followed by other applicants (e.g., Prices) and has the potential exists to desecrate the

" aesthetics of your rural neighbourhood visually, with naise pollution, with expansion of electrical
infrastructure at the substation, and as a source of environmental pollutants especially in the event of a
fire. Following a hearing in March 2023, the commissioner ruled agalnst a previous application on the
grounds it should have been publicly notified. Despite this the council has issued another limited
notification to neighbours. As a member of the Brookside community, we ask you to consider:

a) whether you are opposed to the solar farm (tick the box if you are opposed), and,
b) whether you feel you should have been publicly notified (tick the box for public notification).

Your details will be used to keep you informed of any upcoming public or council meetings.

Name Address & e-mail lam it should be Signature
opposed | Publicly notified
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Petition against changed land use from rural to
industrial (viz. solar farm) at Brookside.

Circulated by Clark Casey, Donna Kewish, and Michael Dalley to
affected locals within the Brookside area. The petition will be presented
to Selwyn District Council along with written objections by 11* December.

An array of solar panels is proposed for Pitcairn farm (owned by Wards) near the Brookside Substation
(corner of Buckleys and Branch Drain Roads) in a "limited notification™ to immediate neighbours by KeaX
Ltd. This may be followed by other applicants (e.g., Prices) and has the potential exists to desecrate the
aegthetics of your rural neighbourhood visually, with noise pollution, with expansion of electrical
infrastructure at the substation, and as a source of environmental pollutants especially in the event of a
fire. Following a hearing in March 2023, the commissioner ruled against a previous application on the
grounds it should have been publicly notified. Despite this the council has issued another limited
notification to neighbours. As a member of the Brookside community, we ask you to consider:

a) whetheryou are opposed to the solar farm (tick the box if you are opposed), and,

b) whether you feel you should have been publicly notified (tick the box for public notification).

Your details will be used to keep you informed of any upcoming public or council meetings.

Name Address & e-mail lam it should be Sighature
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Petition against changed land use from rural to
industrial (viz. solar farm) at Brookside.

Circulated by Clark Casey, Donna Kewish, and Michael Dalley to
affected locals within the Brookside area. The petition will be presented
to Selwyn District Council along with written objections by 11*" December.
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An array of solar panels is proposed for Pitcairn farm (owned by Wards) near the Brookside Substation
(corner of Buckleys and Branch Drain Roads) in a "limited notification" to immediate neighbours by KeaX
Ltd. This may be followed by other applicants (e.g., Prices) and has the potential exists to desecrate the
aesthetics of your rural neighbourhood visually, with noise pollution, with expansion of electrical
infrastructure at the substation, and as a source of environmental pollutants especially in the event of a
fire. Following a hearing in March 2023, the commissioner ruled against a previous application on the
grounds it should have been publicly notified. Despite this the council has issued another limited
notification to neighbours. As a member of the Brookside community, we ask you to consider:

a) whether you are opposed to the solar farm (tick the box if you are opposed), and,

b) whether you feel you should have been publicly hotified (tick the box for public notification).

Your details will be used to keep you informed of any upcoming public or council meetings.

Name

Address & e-mail
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Petition against changed land use from rural to ., 'ffwéﬁ;'ﬁ”g

industrial (viz. solar farm) at Brookside.

Circulated by Clark Casey, Donna Kewish, and Michael Dalley to
affected locals within the Brookside area. The petition will be presented
to Selwyn District Council along with written objections by 11" December.

An array of solar panels is proposed for Pitcairn farm (owned by Wards) near the Brookside Substation
(corner of Buckleys and Branch Drain Roads) in a "limited notification" to immediate neighbours by KeaX
Ltd. This may be followed by other applicants (e.g., Prices) and has the potential exists to desecrate the
aesthetics of your rural neighbourhood visually, with noise pollution, with expansion of electrical
infrastructure at the substation, and as a source of environmental pollutants especially in the event of a
fire. Following a hearing in March 2023, the commissioner ruled against a previous application on the
grounds it should have been publicly notified. Despite this the council has issued another limited
notification to neighbours. As a member of the Brookside community, we ask youto consider:

a) whether you are opposed to the solar farm (tick the box if you are opposed), and,
b) whether you feel you should have been publicly hotified (tick the box for public notification).

Your details will be used to keep you informed of any upcoming public or council meetings.

Name Address & e-mail l'am It should be Sighature
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Petition against changed land use from rural to
industrial (viz. solar farm) at Brookside.

Circulated by Clark Casey, Donna Kewish, and Michael Dalley to
affected locals within the Brookside area. The petition will be presented
to Selwyn District Council along with written objections by 11" December.

An array of solar panels is proposed for Pitcairn farm (owned by Wards) near the Brookside Substation
{corner of Buckleys and Branch Drain Roads) in a "limited notification" to immediate neighbours by KeaX
Ltcl. This may be followed by other applicants (e.g., Prices) and has the potential exists to desecrate the
aesthetics of your rural neighbourhood visually, with noise pollution, with expansion of electrical
infrastructure at the substation, and as a source of environmental pollutants especially in the event of a
fire. Following a hearing in March 2023, the commissioner ruled against a previous application on the
grounds it should have been publicly notified. Despite this the council has issued another limited
notification to neighbours. As a member of the Brookside community, we ask you to consider:

a) whether you are opposed to the solar farm (tick the box if you are opposed), and,
b) whether you feel you should have been publicly notified (tick the box for public notification).

Your details will be used to keep you informed of any upceming public or council meetings.

Name Address & e-mail lam it should he Signature
opposed publicly notified
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Website — next2sun.com

— What makes Next2sun’s Agri photovoltaics system different to conventional south-
facing systems

“The modules in our Next2Sun plant system are stood vertically. Special
frameless glass-glass modules are used for this. These bifacial modules
are light-sensitive on both sides. The vertical design of the modules with a
row space of at least eight metres in between ensures a very low level of
overbuilding of the area (ground space / overbuilding of the area approx.
5%). Conversely, more than 90% of the space remains available for
agriculture use and environmental upgrades. By comparison, the
overbuilding of the area for conventional south-facing systems sits at over
70% (= projected module area on the ground). If the clearance between
the lower edge of the modules and the ground is 0.8 to 2 metres, there is
no likelihood of any meaningful agriculture use.’

— source www.next2sun.com
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McFadden Ag

SPECIALIST CROP PROTECTION

McFadden Ag

Limited Phone: 021474604

127 Cryers Road E-mail:

Southbridge mcfaddenag@xtra.co.nz

27 February 2024

To whom it may concern,

It has been brought to our attention that there is a proposed installation of an extensive
solar farm bordering Clark and Liz Casey’s farm in Brookside.

We are involved with the application of plant protection products to their crops and
have discussed the potential impact a solar farm next door will have on McFadden
Ag’s work, and the overall production of the farming system.

In my opinion the solar panels will create a significant health and safety hazard due to
the glare created by them. The most important factor in the precise application of all
plant protection products is visibility. Our high clearance machines mean the operator
sits with an eye level of 3.3 metres off the ground and they are very carefully selected
to ensure visibility is maintained to our required standard at all times. My big concern is
that glare from solar panels can blind drivers which can potentially have serious
consequences to people, equipment and crops.

Secondly it raises a significant concern around the timing of plant protection products.
Timing of application can be everything, and can mean the difference between a crop
being a success or a failure. My concern is that if products cannot be applied safely
due to visibility issues, at the correct time this can potentially have a significant
financial impact on both the Casey’s Farming system, and McFadden Ag.

As you can see from the photos | have added, our machines are large specialist
application tools. They are specifically designed to apply plant protection products
precisely and in a safe manner. This requires obstacle free fields. As a side note, to
crop amongst a solar farm would require a completely different specialist machine to
apply products safely. Our machines cost from $560,000 brand new, so the cost of
such a machine to apply products amongst solar farms would be significant, and
application time and therefore cost to the grower high.



Hardi Presidio ready to enter Maize

Agrifac Condor IV in 2 metre tall Asparagus

Yours sincerely,

Colin McFadden
Director ) :
McFadden Ag limited
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From: Andrew Quigley <andrew @quigleycontracting.co.nz>
Sent: Tuesday, 27 February 2024 7:06 am

To: clarkandliz@farmside.co.nz <clarkandliz@farmside.co.nz>
Subject: Re: working in panels

Hi Clark
Following our conversation.
Regarding farming between solar panels.

We have been at contracting and farming for 20 years, we cultivate, plant, harvest
silage and grain and bale and trans port hay and straw.

Our minimum working width of our silage and cultivation gear is 9 meters. And if
working between panels we would need minimum 10 m between panels and at ends
of each row we would need a swing in area of 20 m around the outside of the field.

If the above measurements are used, we could harvest and farm crops between

solar panels.
Any less and in my opinion it is not farmable. And the only option then is to mulch or

graze sheep.

Any further questions please come back to me

Kind Regards,

Andrew Quigley

Managing Director

Phone.03 308 5890 Mohiie.027 436
9307

Frmail.andrew@quigleycontracting.co.nz
Weh.quigleycontracting.co.nz
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LUISETTI

17 February 2023
To whom it may concern
Re: The proposed solar energy farm at Brookside.

Luisetti Seeds is a long-established seed production company based in Rangiora and
Ashburton.
We have been growing seed and retailing seed throughout Canterbury, New Zealand,

and the world for 90 years.
We wish to oppose the establishment of the proposed solar energy farm at Brookside.

The continual use of productive agricultural land for uses other than agricultural
production is not in the bests interests of our country as a whole.

The government has recently come to this conclusion and are now looking to protect
productive soils for the sole purpose of agricultural production.

The recent flooding in the North Island will soon act as an illustration as to what happens
when agricultural land is taken out of production, there will be food shortages and food
price inflation.

The protection of productive soils is in the best interests of all New Zealanders, for
generations to come.

| do not have particular concern with solar energy farms per say, in fact on an individual
farm basis they work very well, but large solar farms such as what is proposed at
Brookside should only be allowed on poor and unproductive soils.

Yours sincerely

Edward Luisetti
Managing Director

LUISETTI SEEDS LIMITED
20 Ashley St, PO Box 77, Rangiora 7440 New Zealand
Phone 03 313 7176 Fax 03 313 7555 Email admin@luisettiseeds.co.nz







Ferderated Farmers Stance on Solar Farm:

It has been brought to my attention that some media comments | made in relation to solar
farms are being interpreted as support for solar farms, with regard to this current case. To be clear
Federated Farmers at this present time DOES NOT have a position around the suitability of solar
farms at a Macro scale, or even for individual cases. We have discussed the need that we probably
do need to develop a position on this but aside from an initial discussion on the pro’s and con’s, we
have no firm position at this point in time, and very definitely given we have no real knowledge of
this case we wouldn’t pass judgement on the merits or otherwise of it.

With regard my comments in the media article, the context in which | was making them was in
relation to the concerns we have with Carbon farming, in that Solar Farms would be unlikely to pose
the same land-use concerns at a macro scale. So | am more relaxed about solar farms in regard to
my concerns around carbon forestry at the larger scale.

Notwithstanding | would have concerns on individual basis’s for solar farms if they were causing
issues for neighbouring properties, and if it was particularly high value arable soil that was being
converted.

Regards

Andrew Hoggard
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From: Jonny Francis

Sent: Monday, March 4, 2024 11:58 AM
To: clarkandliz@farmside.co.nz
Subject: Quarry land rehabilitation

Hi Clarke

Further to your enquiry regarding rehabilitation of quarry land, | can confirm that post quarrying, our
normal practice is to rehabilitate the land to at least the same productive capacity as the land was

previously.
On occasion, the land is more productive than it was before the land was quarried.

The rehabilitation process includes returning the original topsoil and can include screening of the soil
to remove any stones. It can also invoice bringing in additional soil to increase the soil depth.

| thought it easiest to give an example with some pictures.

This example is only one of many sites where we have, or are, undertaking a similar process and is in
North Otago on Kakanui Valley Road.

This was an area adjacent to the Kauru River which was only capable of growing gorse and broom
with very little topsoil. We stripped off the topsoil from this area and after screening the stones etc out
of the soil, stored this on site for later use. We then extracted the gravel down about 2 to 3 metres.
The extraction was followed by reinstating the screened topsoil. The final result was land (at a lower
elevation) that was now usable for the landowner.

The first picture from Google Earth shows the area in September 2003




The second

picture shows the same area in Nov 2023 after g uarrynn had been completed
%, : i s

The third picture taken in April 2008 shows the process with the original land in the background to the
left.

{ tion Rehabilitated Jand
Mqugydwm,hnd Quarry excavation area post @ h o

Regards

Jonny Francis | Director | Road Metals Co Ltd
T 033399300 | M 021350777 | W www.roadmetals.co.nz

This communication is confidential and may contain privileged material. If you are not the intended recipient you must not use,
disclose, copy or retain it. If you have received it in error please immediately notify me by return email and destroy any
electronic or paper copy of this message



