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Objectives 
5.2.1 Location, Design and Function of Development (Entire Region) 

 
Development is located and designed so that it functions in a way that: 

1. achieves consolidated, well designed and sustainable growth in and around existing urban 
areas as the primary focus for accommodating the region’s growth; and 

2. enables people and communities, including future generations, to provide for their social, 
economic and cultural well-being and health and safety; and which: 

a. maintains, and where appropriate, enhances the overall quality of the natural 
environment of the Canterbury region, including its coastal environment, outstanding 
natural features and landscapes, and natural values; 

b. provides sufficient housing choice to meet the region’s housing needs; 
c. encourages sustainable economic development by enabling business activities in 

appropriate locations; 
d. minimises energy use and/or improves energy efficiency; 
e. enables rural activities that support the rural environment including primary 

production; 
f. is compatible with, and will result in the continued safe, efficient and effective use of 

regionally significant infrastructure; 
g. avoids adverse effects on significant natural and physical resources including 

regionally significant infrastructure, and where avoidance is impracticable, remedies 
or mitigates those effects on those resources and infrastructure; 

h. facilitates the establishment of papakāinga and marae; and 
i. avoids conflicts between incompatible activities. 

Policies 
5.3.1 Regional growth (Wider Region) 

To provide, as the primary focus for meeting the wider region’s growth needs, sustainable 
development patterns that: 

1. ensure that any 
a. urban growth; and 
b. limited rural residential development occur in a form that concentrates, or is attached 

to, existing urban areas and promotes a coordinated pattern of development; 
2. encourage within urban areas, housing choice, recreation and community facilities, and 

business opportunities of a character and form that supports urban consolidation; 
3. promote energy efficiency in urban forms, transport patterns, site location and subdivision 

layout; 
4. maintain and enhance the sense of identity and character of the region’s urban areas; and 
5. encourage high quality urban design, including the maintenance and enhancement of amenity 

values. 
 
 

5.3.12 Rural production (Wider Region) 

Maintain and enhance natural and physical resources contributing to Canterbury’s overall rural 
productive economy in areas which are valued for existing or foreseeable future primary production, 
by: 

1. avoiding development, and/or fragmentation which; 
a. forecloses the ability to make appropriate use of that land for primary production; 

and/or 
b. results in reverse sensitivity effects that limit or precludes primary production. 



2. enabling tourism, employment and recreational development in rural areas, provided that it: 
a. is consistent and compatible with rural character, activities, and an open rural 

environment; 
b. has a direct relationship with or is dependent upon rural activities, rural resources or 

raw material inputs sourced from within the rural area; 
c. is not likely to result in proliferation of employment (including that associated with 

industrial activities) that is not linked to activities or raw material inputs sourced from 
within the rural areas; and 

d. is of a scale that would not compromise the primary focus for accommodating growth 
in consolidate, well designed and more sustainable development patterns. 

and; 
3. ensuring that rural land use intensification does not contribute to significant cumulative 

adverse effects on water quality and quantity. 
 

Objectives 
 

6.2.1 Recovery framework 

Recovery, rebuilding and development are enabled within Greater Christchurch through a land use 
and infrastructure framework that: 

1.  identifies priority areas for urban development within Greater Christchurch; 
2. identifies Key Activity Centres which provide a focus for high quality, and, where 

appropriate, mixed-use development that incorporates the principles of good urban 
design; 

3. avoids urban development outside of existing urban areas or greenfield priority areas for 
development, unless expressly provided for in the CRPS; 

4. protects outstanding natural features and landscapes including those within the Port Hills 
from inappropriate subdivision, use and development; 

5. protects and enhances indigenous biodiversity and public space; 
6. maintains or improves the quantity and quality of water in groundwater aquifers and 

surface waterbodies, and quality of ambient air; 
7. maintains the character and amenity of rural areas and settlements; 
8. protects people from unacceptable risk from natural hazards and the effects of sea-level 

rise; 
9. integrates strategic and other infrastructure and services with land use development; 
10. achieves development that does not adversely affect the efficient operation, use, 

development, appropriate upgrade, and future planning of strategic infrastructure and 
freight hubs; 

11. optimises use of existing infrastructure; and 
12. provides for development opportunities on Māori Reserves in Greater Christchurch. 

 
 

Policies  
6.3.1 Development within the Greater Christchurch area 

In relation to recovery and rebuilding for Greater Christchurch: 
1. give effect to the urban form identified in Map A, which identifies the location and extent 

of urban development that will support recovery, rebuilding and planning for future growth 
and infrastructure delivery; 

2. give effect to the urban form identified in Map A (page 6-27) by identifying the location 
and extent of the indicated Key Activity Centres; 

3. enable development of existing urban areas and greenfield priority areas, including 
intensification in appropriate locations, where it supports the recovery of Greater 
Christchurch; 



4. ensure new urban activities only occur within existing urban areas or identified greenfield 
priority areas as shown on Map A, unless they are otherwise expressly provided for in the 
CRPS; 

5. provide for educational facilities in rural areas in limited circumstances where no other 
practicable options exist within an urban area; 

6. provide for commercial film or video production activities in appropriate commercial, 
industrial and rural zones within the Christchurch District; 

7. provide for a metropolitan recreation facility at 466-482 Yaldhurst Road; and 
8. avoid development that adversely affects the function and viability of, or public investment 

in, the Central City and Key Activity Centres. 
 
 

6.3.9 Rural residential development 

In Greater Christchurch, rural residential development further to areas already zoned in district plans 
as at 1st January 2013 can only be provided for by territorial authorities in accordance with an 
adopted rural residential development strategy prepared in accordance with the Local Government 
Act 2002, subject to the following: 

1. In the case of Christchurch City, no further rural residential development is to be provided 
for within the Christchurch City Plan area; 

2. The location must be outside the greenfield priority areas for development, Future 
Development Areas, and existing urban areas; 

3. All subdivision and development must be located so that it can be economically provided 
with a reticulated sewer and water supply integrated with a publicly owned system, and 
appropriate stormwater treatment and disposal; 

4. Legal and physical access is provided to a sealed road, but not directly to a road defined 
in the relevant district plan as a Strategic or Arterial Road, or as a State highway under 
the Government Roading Powers Act 1989; 

5. The location and design of any proposed rural residential development shall: 
a. avoid noise sensitive activities occurring within the 50 dBA Ldn air noise contour 

surrounding Christchurch International Airport so as not to compromise the future 
efficient operation of Christchurch International Airport or the health, well-being 
and amenity of people; 

b. avoid the groundwater protection zone for Christchurch City’s drinking water; 
c. avoid land between the primary and secondary stop banks south of the 

Waimakariri River; 
d. avoid land required to protect the landscape character of the Port Hills; 
e. not compromise the operational capacity of the Burnham Military Camp, West 

Melton Military Training Area or Rangiora Airfield; 
f. support existing or upgraded community infrastructure and provide for good 

access to emergency services; 
g. avoid significant reverse sensitivity effects with adjacent rural activities, including 

quarrying and agricultural research farms, or strategic infrastructure; 
h. avoid significant natural hazard areas including steep or unstable land; 
i. avoid significant adverse ecological effects, and support the protection and 

enhancement of ecological values; 
j. support the protection and enhancement of ancestral land, water sites, wāhi tapu 

and wāhi taonga of Ngāi Tahu; 
k. where adjacent to or in close proximity to an existing urban or rural residential 

area, be able to be integrated into or consolidated with the existing settlement; 
and 

l. avoid adverse effects on existing surface water quality. 
6. An outline development plan is prepared which sets out an integrated design for 

subdivision and land use and provides for the long-term maintenance of rural residential 
character. 

7. A rural residential development area shall not be regarded as in transition to full urban 
development. 


