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Criteria for Renewal of On and Off Licences  
 
Extracts from the Sale and Supply of Alcohol Act 2012 

131 Criteria for renewal 

(1) In deciding whether to renew a licence, the licensing authority or the 
licensing committee concerned must have regard to the following matters: 

Section 105(1) 

(a) the object of this Act: 
 

(b) the suitability of the applicant: 
 

(c) any relevant local alcohol policy: 
 

(d) the days on which and the hours during which the applicant proposes to sell alcohol: 
 

(e) the design and layout of any proposed premises: 
 

(f) whether the applicant is engaged in, or proposes on the premises to 
engage in, the sale of goods other than alcohol, low-alcohol 
refreshments, non-alcoholic refreshments, and food, and if so, which 
goods: 

 

(g) whether the applicant is engaged in, or proposes on the premises to 
engage in, the provision of services other than those directly related to 
the sale of alcohol, low-alcohol refreshments, non-alcoholic 
refreshments, and food, and if so, which services: 

 

(j) whether the applicant has appropriate systems, staff, and training to comply with the law: 
 

(k) any matters dealt with in any report from the Police, an inspector, or a 
Medical Officer of Health made under section 103. 

Section 131(1) 

(b) whether (in its opinion) the amenity and good order of the locality would 
be likely to be increased, by more than a minor extent, by the effects of 
a refusal to renew the licence: 

Section 106 

(2) In forming an opinion on whether the amenity and good order of a locality 
would be likely to be increased, by more than a minor extent, the 
licensing authority or a licensing committee must have regard to the 
following matters (as they relate to the locality): 

(a) current, and possible future, noise levels: 
 

(b) current, and possible future, levels of nuisance and vandalism.  

Section 131(1) 

(c) any matters dealt with in any report from the Police, an inspector, or a 
Medical Officer of Health made by virtue of section 129: 

 



 

 

(d) the manner in which the applicant has sold (or, as the case may be, 
sold and supplied), displayed, advertised, or promoted alcohol. 

 
(2) The authority or committee must not take into account any prejudicial 

effect that the renewal of the licence may have on the business 
conducted pursuant to any other licence. 

4 Object 

(1) The object of this Act is that— 

(a) the sale, supply, and consumption of alcohol should be undertaken 
safely and responsibly; and 

 

(b) the harm caused by the excessive or inappropriate consumption of 
alcohol should be minimised. 

(2) For  the  purposes  of  subsection  (1),  the  harm  caused  by the  excessive  
or  inappropriate consumption of alcohol includes— 

(a) any crime, damage, death, disease, disorderly behaviour, illness, or 
injury, directly or indirectly caused, or directly or indirectly contributed 
to, by the excessive or inappropriate consumption of alcohol; and 

 

(b) any harm to society generally or the community, directly or 
indirectly caused, or directly or indirectly contributed to, by any 
crime, damage, death, disease, disorderly behaviour, illness, or 
injury of a kind described in paragraph (a). 

 
 
 

View the full Sale and Supply of Alcohol Act 2012 at http://www.legislation.govt.nz/ 
 


