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Submitter Number: 301 

 

Full Name: Carey Barnett 
Organisation: Ellesmere Sustainable Agriculture Incorporated  
Wish to speak to the submission: No  
 
 

 

Do you support the proposed transition of the Selwyn District Council drinking 
and wastewater assets and services into a new Water Services Council 
Controlled Organisation (WSCCO) with stormwater services to remain within 
Council? 
No 

Please add your comments 

1.2 ESAI considers that this proposal will lead to an increase in non-democratic decision 
making with the WSCCO making important decisions and recommendations to the 
Council siloed within a governance structure that effectively excludes the wider public. 
While the document argues that future costs under a WSCCO structure would allow 
higher borrowing power, ESAI considers that this could well come at the cost of 
democratic decision making and accountability. 1.3 Selwyn has experienced excessive 
growth within the last 10 years which has continued to deliver major rates increases to 
all rate payers, not just those immediately reliant on Council administered drinking 
water, wasterwater and stormwater servicing. ESAI does not accept that the WSCCO 
model will deliver any reduction in rates relief over time but will exacerbate even more 
residential growth over rural land and further put at risk the environmental capacity of 
the district. 
 

 

Do you prefer that the Selwyn District Council continues with a future in-house 
water delivery model? 
Yes 

Please add your comments 

ESAI also supports that stormwater, water race and land drainage asset management 
and services remain, as the document suggests, within the SDC in-house delivery 
model. 
 

 

Do you have any comments on the WSCCO model? Comments 
No 

Please add your comments 

See further comments in attached document or below: 4. Drinking Water 4.1. 
Predominantly ESAI members do not utilise Council reticulated water supplies or 
wastewater services at their rural properties. However, with substantial increases in 
population of towns throughout the Selwyn District, there is now a significant demand 
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for drinking and domestic water supply. The effects of this increase and the upgrading 
and/or use of existing or new groundwater supply wells needs to be considered when 
locating and operating such facilities. For example, protecting agricultural hinterland 
from reverse sensitivity effects caused by the location of towns’ water supply wells 
should be explored appropriately before locating them near existing, permitted and 
legally operating agricultural activities. Determining alternative locations or water supply 
options which minimise impingement on other legal and permitted uses, and, reduce 
potential adverse environmental effects, should be paramount in decision making about 
securing safe and adequate drinking water supplies for towns. Recommendation: 4.2 
That SDC pursues alternative location options to town groundwater supply to ensure 
agricultural land is protected against land use restrictions caused by the inappropriate 
location of water supply wells and their protection zones in or near rural areas. 5. 
Waiora One Water Strategy 5.1 ESAI is extremely concerned that the Waiora One 
Water Strategy was constructed and consequently implemented without consultation or 
input from ratepayers. Freshwater is highly significant to all those residing within the 
district and ESAI is disappointed that the Council has decided that such an important 
overarching guiding strategy should not trigger wider engagement under the 
Significance and Engagement Policy. However, and in comparison, the Council is 
consulting on this lower tier, ‘Your Water Done Well’, document. ESAI therefore 
questions the rationale of the progression of these documents in the consultation 
context. 6. Thank you for considering this submission. Should any queries arise from 
this submission then please direct them to the address for service contacts. 
  



 

8 
 

 
  



 

9 
 

 
  



 

10 
 

 
  



 

11 
 

 
  



 

12 
 

 

Submitter Number: 302 

 

Full Name: Geoffrey Griffiths 

Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: No  
 
 

 

Do you support the proposed transition of the Selwyn District Council drinking 
and wastewater assets and services into a new Water Services Council 
Controlled Organisation (WSCCO) with stormwater services to remain within 
Council? 
No 

Please add your comments 

 
 

 

Do you prefer that the Selwyn District Council continues with a future in-house 
water delivery model? 
Yes 

Please add your comments 

 
 

 

Do you have any comments on the WSCCO model? Comments 
Yes 

Please add your comments 

I understand that it is intended that there will be charges to rural ratepayers. This will 
include those who have their own water bore and septic tank. It is difficult to understand 
how you can be charged for something you don't and can't receive. I understand the 
need to recover the cost of water and waste water infrastructure but this cost should be 
shared amongst those who use the service. You cannot charge somebody for a service 
you are not providing and can't provide even if the person wanted it. 
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Submitter Number: 303 

 

Full Name: Heidi Jensen-Warren 

Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: No  
 
 

 

Do you support the proposed transition of the Selwyn District Council drinking 
and wastewater assets and services into a new Water Services Council 
Controlled Organisation (WSCCO) with stormwater services to remain within 
Council? 
No 

Please add your comments 

I only support the in house model, whereby the Selwyn District Council retains full 
autonomous control over our water services and assets. We as residents, investors and 
rate payers in Selwyn bought our home and investment property here as we believed 
that the Selwyn District Council was a Council that served the community and could 
stand on it's own feet, serving locals first and not falling to any coercion from the central 
government or outside influences. I strongly believe in the benefit of localised services 
and localised government, after all if we are to believe we as New Zealanders live in a 
functional democracy then we as rate payers, residents and citizens have a right to 
have a functioning autonomous and reliable and accountable local council to deliver 
services to the community. We pay very high rates in Selwyn and because of this it is 
paramount that our water services are controlled 100 percent by our local 
community/council. Water is our life force, it is much more than roading or kerbside 
collection, we depend upon it to keep ourselves clean, to drink, to water our beautiful 
gardens, fruit trees and flowers, to supply our children and pets with plentiful abundant 
pure water. I believe we as residents have a social and ethical responsibility to retain 
100 percent control over what goes into our water and what needs to be filtered out. We 
choose to live in Selwyn because we want to be part of the community and the 
landscape here, as a first world developed country we expect and demand autonomy 
over our local water supply. As a mother and wife I am very concerned about keeping 
our water 100 percent pure, uncontaminated, unmedicated and free from 'big ideas' 
from politicians or unelected health officials or bodies. Keeping the Selwyn water supply 
free from fluoride, chlorine, additives increases the value and desirability of the area to 
any potential new comers. I want the council to understand that the majority of New 
Zealanders and even foreigners who choose to migrate here are invested in living in a 
100 percent pure and natural environment, of which water is a large component. 
Unadulterated natural water is a huge draw-card to families and individuals. Let's keep 
our vital infrastructure and services 100 percent local. Keep democracy and 
accountability to ratepayers and residents alive. I would like to conclude that you reap 
what you sow. We as locals collectively build the home, the town, the city that will house 
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future generations. Let's build this place with a solid locals first foundation that respects 
the autonomy and individuality of it's residents. Such a place will be a model to emulate 
not only elsewhere in New Zealand but also internationally. "100 percent pure water, no 
if's no buts." Should be the slogan that the SDC can pride itself upon. 
 

 

Do you prefer that the Selwyn District Council continues with a future in-house 
water delivery model? 
Yes 

Please add your comments 

As I stated before I only support the in-house model whereby the council works with 
locals and rate payers to deliver water and water services with a localised approach. 
We the people of this district deserve localised control over and ownership of our water 
and water services. We need to control the quality of the water and keep and maintain a 
100 percent pure unadulterated water supply abundant and plentiful to our residents. 
For the health, harmony and future of this community we need to be the leaders and 
guardians of our water bodies, drinking water and waste water. We have a social, 
ethical and moral duty to maintain ownership and control over the most precious of 
natural assets- water. Keep our water in local hands and maintain the standard of living 
to our communities liking! No flouride, no chlorine, no contaminants, no ifs and no buts. 
Water should remain water. Something to drink, to cleanse ourselves with, to provide 
life to plants, animals and humans. I am passionate about this as it is deeply personal to 
me. From a cultural point of view I see water as something divine. The carbohydrates 
and proteins that our bodies use as food are metabolized and transported by water in 
the bloodstream. Water's "stickiness" (from surface tension) plays a part in our body's 
ability to transport these materials all through ourselves. No less important is the ability 
of water to transport waste material out of our bodies.According to Dr. Jeffrey Utz, 
Neuroscience, pediatrics, Allegheny University, different people have different 
percentages of their bodies made up of water. Babies have the most, being born at 
about 78%. By one year of age, that amount drops to about 65%. In adult men, about 
60% of their bodies are water. However, fat tissue does not have as much water as lean 
tissue. In adult women, fat makes up more of the body than men, so they have about 
55% of their bodies made of water. This is a small example of how by our very 
composition all the human residents, young and old, male or female, have a unique 
relationship with water and therefore it should be noted by our council that it is incredibly 
important that we as residents choose to maintain control and autonomy over our water 
supply/services. It is after all a vital part of us. 
 

 

Do you have any comments on the WSCCO model? Comments 
Yes 

Please add your comments 

A very bad idea. There is no point in entertaining this. We, the people, voted the last 
government out due to our large concerns over the Three Waters model. We hated the 
idea of a central government or outside water agency lording it up over everybody 
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regarding our precious water and control over it. Keep democracy alive. Local first and 
foremost. WSCCO OUT! 
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Submitter Number: 304 

 

Full Name: Elaine Smart 
Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: No  
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Submitter Number: 305 

 

Full Name: Haydn Porritt 
Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: Yes  
 
 

 

Do you support the proposed transition of the Selwyn District Council drinking 
and wastewater assets and services into a new Water Services Council 
Controlled Organisation (WSCCO) with stormwater services to remain within 
Council? 
No 

Please add your comments 

If the Waimakariri DC has made an assessment that it is more economical to keep the 
services in-house, then there needs to be some serious questions asked of the SDC 
existing operational efficiency and planning considering the vast majority of the 
infrastructure within the district is significantly newer than that of the WDC. Further, 
WDC they have focused on keeping rates down as a priority for their residents whereas 
SDC appears to think 15-20% rate increases year on year is acceptable, no doubt 
influenced by the Mayor's personal opinion that "it should be 20%". We see less for our 
rates than ever before whilst seeing many examples of the SDC burning money for the 
sake of it. Further, this attitude is why NO other council will work with SDC. The 
Waimakariri, Hurunui and Kaikoura DC work together to undertake a detailed review of 
five options, and continue to collaborate even thou the former chooses a different option 
from the latter. What does that say about the SDC performance and general attitude to 
delivering for its ratepayers. 
 

 

Do you prefer that the Selwyn District Council continues with a future in-house 
water delivery model? 
Yes 

Please add your comments 

You are still keeping hold of the stormwater which for many doesn't exist on their 
properties yet are still billed for it. If the existing can't be run with the constraints of 
existing staff and within budget then there is a big problem. We don't need a huge sum 
of money being paid to people for redundancies to then move to the same job under 
another name nor do we need to have another "management group" to dilute the 
efficiencies further. Further, whilst under direct management of the council there is the 
ability for this performance to be reviewed, outside we have another CORDE burning 
rate payers money without question and an open chequebook. 
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Do you have any comments on the WSCCO model? Comments 
Yes 

Please add your comments 

It is not needed. Changing names, creating another "group of management" and having 
no direct visibility to the ratepayer are designed to remove accountability of performance 
from the currently poorly planned and performing arrangement. 
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Submitter Number: 306 

 

Full Name: Dave Page 

Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: Yes  
 
 

 

Do you support the proposed transition of the Selwyn District Council drinking 
and wastewater assets and services into a new Water Services Council 
Controlled Organisation (WSCCO) with stormwater services to remain within 
Council? 
No 

Please add your comments 

1. Given the Q&A says that the LTP has all the projects required (and I assume are 
staged timewise and costed appropriately) then it is unclear why SDC has pushed for 
the WSCCO option which allows increased borrowing but has some apparent negative 
ratepayer impact e.g. increased rates near term and I assume increased ratepayer 
underwriting liability. 2. Without the consultation listing extra projects or costs or 
regulatory compliance requirements needing the extra funding then there seems no 
requirement for a higher cost CCO 3. SDC has said that a letter of expectations would 
be in place with the WSCCO but I think there needs to be much more explanation of 
controls and compliance requirements provided to ratepayers to give confidence that a 
CCO would work best, given recent media about other CCO performance. 
 

 

Do you prefer that the Selwyn District Council continues with a future in-house 
water delivery model? 
Yes 

Please add your comments 

1. I recall that we have been told that the water infrastructure is in relatively good shape, 
if so that would indicate good planning and performance is in place. 2. The costs are 
higher for ratepayers it seems with the CCO option but the benefits are unclear. 3. A 
CCO has additional management and operating costs and it it would make sense to 
merge with the other surrounding growth local authorities to split these costs if a CCO 
goes ahead. 
 

 

Do you have any comments on the WSCCO model? Comments 
Yes 

Please add your comments 

If it was explained what additional benefits ratepayers would get with a CCO given the 
apparent good track record of SDC water teams, and what over and above additional 



 

22 
 

investment is required for specific projects requiring more funding then opting for a CCO 
would be a clearer choice. 
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Submitter Number: 307 

 

Full Name: Ian Denholm 

Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: No  
 
 

 

Do you support the proposed transition of the Selwyn District Council drinking 
and wastewater assets and services into a new Water Services Council 
Controlled Organisation (WSCCO) with stormwater services to remain within 
Council? 
No 

Please add your comments 

I do not support the council separating of the activities currently covered by the council. 
The separating of these activities will lead to greater costs to all rebate payers. We only 
need to look at other councils that have separated these activities, the out comes of this 
has lead to more operating costs with higher wages being demanded for the staff 
through these separated entities. The funding model that is used for supporting new 
subdivisions clearly does not meet the required costs, this now leads to present ate 
payers covering the difference. 
 

 

Do you prefer that the Selwyn District Council continues with a future in-house 
water delivery model? 
Yes 

Please add your comments 

This model works, more work needs to be done on who pays if upgrades of pipes are 
required if a new subdivision is attaching to existing infrastructure. 
 

 

Do you have any comments on the WSCCO model? Comments 
No 

Please add your comments 

Nil 
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Submitter Number: 308 

 

Full Name: Ralph Brown 

Organisation:   
Suburb: Greendale  
Wish to speak to the submission: No  
 
 

 

Do you support the proposed transition of the Selwyn District Council drinking 
and wastewater assets and services into a new Water Services Council 
Controlled Organisation (WSCCO) with stormwater services to remain within 
Council? 
Yes 

Please add your comments 

I'm persuaded by Sam Broughton's clarification of the difference between the two 
options and much prefer the long-term focus. (Whoever thought of videos separated 
into bite-sized chunks deserves a medal.) 
 

 

Do you prefer that the Selwyn District Council continues with a future in-house 
water delivery model? 
No 

Please add your comments 

Too short-term. Water should be planned for generations. 
 

 

Do you have any comments on the WSCCO model? Comments 
Yes 

Please add your comments 

Like the long-term focus, ability to raise funds. 
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Submitter Number: 309 

 

Full Name: Leonardo Ferreira 

Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: No  
 
 

 

Do you support the proposed transition of the Selwyn District Council drinking 
and wastewater assets and services into a new Water Services Council 
Controlled Organisation (WSCCO) with stormwater services to remain within 
Council? 
No 

Please add your comments 

I don’t think is the right decision to be making right now the country is in recession and 
you guys have been already taking any penny that we had left. 
 

 

Do you prefer that the Selwyn District Council continues with a future in-house 
water delivery model? 
Yes 

Please add your comments 

 
 

 

Do you have any comments on the WSCCO model? Comments 
No 

Please add your comments 
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Submitter Number: 310 

 

Full Name: Mikayla Bovey 

Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: No  
 
 

 

Do you support the proposed transition of the Selwyn District Council drinking 
and wastewater assets and services into a new Water Services Council 
Controlled Organisation (WSCCO) with stormwater services to remain within 
Council? 
No 

Please add your comments 

Either way its going to be more expensive but i value simplified billing 
 

 

Do you prefer that the Selwyn District Council continues with a future in-house 
water delivery model? 
Yes 

Please add your comments 

 
 

 

Do you have any comments on the WSCCO model? Comments 
No 

Please add your comments 
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Submitter Number: 311 

 

Full Name: Carolyn Skinner 
Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: No  
 
 

 

Do you support the proposed transition of the Selwyn District Council drinking 
and wastewater assets and services into a new Water Services Council 
Controlled Organisation (WSCCO) with stormwater services to remain within 
Council? 
No 

Please add your comments 

I am very opposed to our water services being put into a WSCCO because of the huge 
costs of setting this body up which will be put onto ratepayers, many of whom are on 
fixed incomes and are already struggling without the increased costs of funding this 
entity adding to their burden. I don't want the extra initial costs of setting up WSCCO in 
these economically challenged times, nor do I want to see access to the higher debt 
limits that can be taken on by this body which we will be as ratepayers, liable for. 
 

 

Do you prefer that the Selwyn District Council continues with a future in-house 
water delivery model? 
Yes 

Please add your comments 

In house management gives accountability to the community, local control and capacity/ 
input from the community unlike the suggested WSCCO model. The present system 
has been well managed and maintained. "If it ain't broke,why fix it!" 
 

 

Do you have any comments on the WSCCO model? Comments 
Yes 

Please add your comments 

I feel this model takes away the voice of the community/ratepayers. It worries me that 
they as an independent board can take on large amounts of debt without consultation 
with the ratepayers who will have to service this in increased costs in their already 
escalating rates! 
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Submitter Number: 312 

 

Full Name: Peter Ising 

Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: No  
 
 

 

Do you support the proposed transition of the Selwyn District Council drinking 
and wastewater assets and services into a new Water Services Council 
Controlled Organisation (WSCCO) with stormwater services to remain within 
Council? 
No 

Please add your comments 

Everything seems so rushed and vague. There is no guarantee that a CCO can do an 
as good as or better job than a rate-payers owned (??!) asset management. What if the 
CCO fails (or another government is elected)? 
 

 

Do you prefer that the Selwyn District Council continues with a future in-house 
water delivery model? 
Yes 

Please add your comments 

By your own admission, SDC '3-waters' is doing well - and given our high rates, they are 
committed to, and must keep doing well. So there is no need to change 
 

 

Do you have any comments on the WSCCO model? Comments 
No 

Please add your comments 

A general comment. This feels like another stab in the back by our council, and another 
excuse to increase rates even more, way, way above our national inflation rate. Being a 
pensioner, this all make me anxious. The affordability of living in here really worries me. 
With so many new subdivisions and so many new rate-payers in this district I don't 
understand much of this. Our infrastructure (3-waters) should be reasonably new and 
up-to-date and I would have thought that rate-increases should be a lot lower than what 
we got last year and will get in future. Something is not right! 
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Submitter Number: 313 

 

Full Name: Ronwyn Coulson 

Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: No  
 
 

 

Do you support the proposed transition of the Selwyn District Council drinking 
and wastewater assets and services into a new Water Services Council 
Controlled Organisation (WSCCO) with stormwater services to remain within 
Council? 
No 

Please add your comments 

 
 

 

Do you prefer that the Selwyn District Council continues with a future in-house 
water delivery model? 
Yes 

Please add your comments 

 
 

 

Do you have any comments on the WSCCO model? Comments 
No 

Please add your comments 
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Submitter Number: 314 

 

Full Name: Katherine Molloy 

Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: No  
 
 

 

Do you support the proposed transition of the Selwyn District Council drinking 
and wastewater assets and services into a new Water Services Council 
Controlled Organisation (WSCCO) with stormwater services to remain within 
Council? 
Yes 

Please add your comments 

I support the setup of the new WSCCO, but still have reservations about accountability 
to rate payers, a proven reliability in delivery of services, & the assurance by council 
that standard rates will have associated water costs removed, not just swallowed up & 
therefore no rates relief, given that the water services component has been separated 
out and invoiced separately. 
 

 

Do you prefer that the Selwyn District Council continues with a future in-house 
water delivery model? 
No 

Please add your comments 

I like the idea of a focused water services organisation that has the ability to focus on 
getting things done right. Provided of course that they have good guidance from council 
and have a fully accountable board. 
 

 

Do you have any comments on the WSCCO model? Comments 
Yes 

Please add your comments 

I have concerns about how the board is appointed and whether or not the right people 
with skillsets directly related to water services are involved. Furthermore, I am 
concerned that the 'Waiora One Water Strategy' implications are not fully discussed in 
the document. It is just glossed over. What does the statement in the document 
referencing the strategy actually equate to in the end? The future of our water is 
exceptionally important, and we need to get it right for all. 3 weeks is not long enough to 
consult on such a long term, high cost council decision. 
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Submitter Number: 315 

 

Full Name: Pete Forbes 

Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: No  
 
 

 

Do you support the proposed transition of the Selwyn District Council drinking 
and wastewater assets and services into a new Water Services Council 
Controlled Organisation (WSCCO) with stormwater services to remain within 
Council? 
No 

Please add your comments 

 
 

 

Do you prefer that the Selwyn District Council continues with a future in-house 
water delivery model? 
Yes 

Please add your comments 

 
 

 

Do you have any comments on the WSCCO model? Comments 
No 

Please add your comments 
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Submitter Number: 316 

 

Full Name: Christopher Ward 

Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: No  
 
 

 

Do you support the proposed transition of the Selwyn District Council drinking 
and wastewater assets and services into a new Water Services Council 
Controlled Organisation (WSCCO) with stormwater services to remain within 
Council? 
No 

Please add your comments 

I see no value in creating yet another Council business as this leaves it open to be sold 
off in future years at the whim of Council. Keep the Selwyn District Council drinking and 
wastewater assets and services in-house. Retain and build the skills etc to run it within 
Council so you are not relying on buying-in expensive contractors from the private 
sector. Council will thus retain the expertise to run the water services efficiently and 
effectively and remain directly involved with those who use and benefit from great water 
services done well. 
 

 

Do you prefer that the Selwyn District Council continues with a future in-house 
water delivery model? 
Yes 

Please add your comments 

Keep the Selwyn District Council drinking and wastewater assets and services in-house. 
Retain and build the skills etc to run it within Council so you are not relying on buying-in 
expensive contractors from the private sector. Council will thus retain the expertise to 
run the water services efficiently and effectively and remain directly involved with those 
who use and benefit from great water services done well. 
 

 

Do you have any comments on the WSCCO model? Comments 
Yes 

Please add your comments 

As I have said above, I don't agree with the WSCCO model - keep it in-house. 
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Submitter Number: 317 

 

Full Name: Manjusha Ganta 

Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: No  
 
 

 

Do you support the proposed transition of the Selwyn District Council drinking 
and wastewater assets and services into a new Water Services Council 
Controlled Organisation (WSCCO) with stormwater services to remain within 
Council? 
No 

Please add your comments 

 
 

 

Do you prefer that the Selwyn District Council continues with a future in-house 
water delivery model? 
No 

Please add your comments 

 
 

 

Do you have any comments on the WSCCO model? Comments 
No 

Please add your comments 
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Submitter Number: 318 

 

Full Name: Craig Reynolds 

Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: No  
 
 

 

Do you support the proposed transition of the Selwyn District Council drinking 
and wastewater assets and services into a new Water Services Council 
Controlled Organisation (WSCCO) with stormwater services to remain within 
Council? 
No 

Please add your comments 

Council should provide this as a core service in house. without any gold plating. 
 

 

Do you prefer that the Selwyn District Council continues with a future in-house 
water delivery model? 
Yes 

Please add your comments 

 
 

 

Do you have any comments on the WSCCO model? Comments 
Yes 

Please add your comments 

It introduces a layer of overhead I don't htink is necessary or justified, and transitions to 
a for-profit model. The only way I would support a CCO model is if it was clearly non-
profit in focus, and deliberately structured so as to be hard to change from that focus. 
Perhaps somehting like the old electricity boards that were community owned. 
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Submitter Number: 319 

 

Full Name: Andrew Livermore 

Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: No  
 
 

 

Do you support the proposed transition of the Selwyn District Council drinking 
and wastewater assets and services into a new Water Services Council 
Controlled Organisation (WSCCO) with stormwater services to remain within 
Council? 
Yes 

Please add your comments 

As a ratepayer in Selwyn since 2011, I would like to make the following points: • Selwyn 
District is one of New Zealand’s fastest-growing local authorities, with ~80,000 people 
currently, expecting to grow by another 30,000+ over the next 10 years. So, Selwyn 
needs a capability of building enough capacity in its water and wastewater network to 
meet or exceed this demand. • Selwyn also faces unique challenges connected to 
climate-driven changes such as extreme weather patterns, rising temperatures, and 
increased pressure on water and wastewater infrastructure. Climate change will bring 
additional cost to maintain availability and the quality of water in Selwyn District. 
Wastewater networks are equally vulnerable to climate-related stressors, particularly 
flooding. Resilient upgrades and higher frequency maintenance will be needed, as 
Selwyn adapts to the impacts. As an example, I’m not sure what the total costs of the 
May 2021 flooding were, but these types of events will occur more frequently than 
previously thought (e.g. see briefing to the incoming minister, in particular the annexes 
at the end https://www.dpmc.govt.nz/sites/default/files/2024-02/bim-2023-nema.pdf ) • I 
also note that Civil Construction Costs have increased by ~30% in the last three, but 
with rates increasing 7.7% that means there is effectively less budget to deliver the 
quantum of work needed (i.e. if we want water services to keep pace with the volume of 
work needed, then rates need to keep up with civil construction costs). Additionally, 
most local authorities only deliver 70-80% of their capital programmes, so I am 
concerned that are we building enough to keep up with forecast population growth and 
the impacts of climate change? • Consultation is a method of obtaining feedback, it 
however also has significant limitations which must be carefully considered. In 
particular: o The complexity of the LWDW means minority voices will most likely be 
overrepresented, as the majority of rate payers will struggle to understand what is 
needed and why. It has taken me a few days of asking lots of people in the water 
industry a lot of questions to actually understand what a CCO means, how it actually 
works, and the longer-term value it can bring. There has been some great information 
and videos on the topic provided by Selwyn, but some people will just struggle with the 
concept and value a CCO creates, and hence will either remain silent or jump to 
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conclusions that are not valid. o Overemphasis with vocal opposition is usually a subset 
of ratepayers which overshadows quieter support from the broader community. I’ve 
seen many Facebook groups drumming up support for their opinions, with much of what 
is written not actually factually correct. Or misconstruing answers to mean something 
else. Although I respect their individual views and concerns, much of what is written is 
focused on short term concerns and misses the point of the longer-term capability we 
need in Selwyn. • Hence, I want the decisions makers to think long term about this 
decision, and not be distracted by the short-term nay sayers who are hung up about the 
cost predominantly. The reality is, if they don’t get quality water and wastewater service 
they expect, it will be the same people forming Facebook groups and criticising you for 
doing a poor job! So, we need a CCO as it is the only way we will get a purpose-built 
organisation with the technology, capability and certainty to deliver to the future 
demands of Selwyn. 
 

 

Do you prefer that the Selwyn District Council continues with a future in-house 
water delivery model? 
No 

Please add your comments 

 

Do you have any comments on the WSCCO model? Comments 
Yes 

Please add your comments 

I want a CCO, as it will: • Provide specialist expertise for water management, drawing 
on technical expertise that councils may not have in-house. • Deliver long-term 
infrastructure investment, focusing on the long-term planning and funding needed for 
maintaining, upgrading, and expanding water infrastructure. Reducing the risk of short-
term budget pressures undermining essential investments. • Maintain community-
centred governance, ensuring local governance representation, transparency, and 
accountability through strong partnerships with Selwyn District Council and the 
community. • Deliver economies of scale with a focus on cost efficiency, sharing 
resources, technology, and expertise. The CCO should have more freedom but with 
clear accountability to operate efficiently and achieve agreed milestones and metrics. • 
Dedicate resources implementing climate-resilient strategies such as future-proofed 
water services that adapt to changing environmental conditions while safeguarding 
resources for future generations. • Create increased transparency and performance 
monitoring, as CCO’s operate under a governance framework that requires clear 
performance targets, frequent reporting, and external audits. • Enhance partnerships 
with Iwi and Community Stakeholders, as water management carries significant cultural 
and environmental importance for mana whenua. A CCO provides an opportunity to 
strengthen co-governance models and work in partnership with iwi. We have an 
opportunity to lead by example and be seen as the exempla. I understand the reasons 
and how a CCO will showcase how effective, modern water management can function 
at a district level. By focusing on innovation and efficiency, the Selwyn CCO will serve 
as a model for other councils or regions. Please make it happen, not just for me, but for 
the future generations of Selwyn.  
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Submitter Number: 320 

 

Full Name: Jude Will 
Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: No  
 
 

 

Do you support the proposed transition of the Selwyn District Council drinking 
and wastewater assets and services into a new Water Services Council 
Controlled Organisation (WSCCO) with stormwater services to remain within 
Council? 
No 

Please add your comments 

Waste of more rate payers money 
 

 

Do you prefer that the Selwyn District Council continues with a future in-house 
water delivery model? 
Yes 

Please add your comments 

 
 

 

Do you have any comments on the WSCCO model? Comments 
No 

Please add your comments 
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Submitter Number: 321 

 

Full Name: Laurence Harkerss 

Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: No  
 
 

 

Do you support the proposed transition of the Selwyn District Council drinking 
and wastewater assets and services into a new Water Services Council 
Controlled Organisation (WSCCO) with stormwater services to remain within 
Council? 
No 

Please add your comments 

I am worried about the scope of potential borrowing which will lead to costs for 
ratepayers, so I consider the inhouse option to have better accountability and controls. 
 

 

Do you prefer that the Selwyn District Council continues with a future in-house 
water delivery model? 
Yes 

Please add your comments 

There is already existing expertise within the Selwyn Council that can be utilised, and 
no need to set up an additional entity that will have its own infrastructure and duplicate 
costs and overheads. 
 

 

Do you have any comments on the WSCCO model? Comments 
Yes 

Please add your comments 

This is a more expensive option that has been moved from ratepayers and councillors in 
terms of accountability. I am concerned that the Council wants to move quickly on this. I 
agree water quality is important but believe this can be well managed in-house and 
doesn't require to be separated from Council operations. Council needs to always 
consider costs to ratepayers and manage budgets with care. 
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Submitter Number: 322 

 

Full Name: Tanya Douglas 

Organisation: Lincoln Residents and Community Association  
Wish to speak to the submission: No  
 
 

 

Do you support the proposed transition of the Selwyn District Council drinking 
and wastewater assets and services into a new Water Services Council 
Controlled Organisation (WSCCO) with stormwater services to remain within 
Council? 
No 

Please add your comments 

We don't believe they're has been enough information and clarity around a WSCCO 
provided to facilitate informed decision making. We believe it would be best placed to 
retain services in house to allow for additional time to understand the act still to be 
finalised and to decide whoxh option will ultimately serve selwyn effectively long term. 
We are opposed to the duplication of roles and the added expense ratepayers will need 
to cover. We understand that a WSCCO will not undertaken anymore projects or 
maintenance than the LTP already plans for, so we dont understand why council says 
we need to borrow millions more for no additional infrastructure. 
 

 

Do you prefer that the Selwyn District Council continues with a future in-house 
water delivery model? 
Yes 

Please add your comments 

Rate payers deserve to know that the best option selected has been well thought 
through, planned and the implications of a decision either way are well understood. We 
don't see why service's can't be retained in house until this occurs. As far as we 
understand, council can change the model at a later date. It seems as though the 
decision is being rushed. Retaining in house also allows for council to maintain control 
of planning projects to ensure projects and maintenance can occur at the same time as 
other works to reduce the impacts on the community by only hvaing roadworks/ roading 
closed once. 
 

 

Do you have any comments on the WSCCO model? Comments 
Yes 

Please add your comments 

Council have said there won't be role duplication, however in the event a WSCCO is set 
up, both council and the cco will require tesms to focus on water as stormwater will still 
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be retained. There are also the additional costs for directors, and executive leadership 
roles that wouldnt occur if it is retained by council. These costs have not been made 
clear to the community, we were only provided with rating summaries. These costs are 
extra costs ratepayers have to bear, and when we are already expecting a 16% 
increase and the info provided for a WSCCO suggests an additional 12% thats a coat 
that alot of ratepayers are saying they wont be able to afford. If the work is planned for 
under the LTP with an expected increase of 16% why doea a WSCCO require a 12% 
increase? The increase is dirwctly related to thw additional debt a WSCCO would be 
able to take on. If we can Manage it in house under the LTP, there seems to be no real 
reason why we need to take on additional debt The Lincoln Residents and Community 
Association do not support the creation of a WSCCO. 
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Submitter Number: 323 

 

Full Name: Tanya Douglas 

Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: No  
 
 

 

Do you support the proposed transition of the Selwyn District Council drinking 
and wastewater assets and services into a new Water Services Council 
Controlled Organisation (WSCCO) with stormwater services to remain within 
Council? 
No 

Please add your comments 

As a ratepayer i am concerned about then effects a WSCCO will have on the financial 
burden will place on us, particularly those on a fixed income. The LTP already provides 
for the infrastructure required so it seems the only "benefit" for having a WSCCO is the 
ability to take on additional debt. If the adsitionl debt ia requires to maintain services 
above what is already factored for, how did council sign off on a plan that didnt cover 
the costs and need for our infrastructure. The process feels like its been rushed and a 
glossy document was put together to give a percepption that a WSCCO ia the best way 
to go, with council saying " they qant to be the first & lead the way" if a Wscco ia the 
best way to go, why havent every other council optes for a WSCCO? My preference is 
to retain services in house, which qould allow more time for thorough investigation to 
understand the true impacta of having a WSCCO 
 

 

Do you prefer that the Selwyn District Council continues with a future in-house 
water delivery model? 
Yes 

Please add your comments 

Please see prwvious comment. Council mamaged delivery qould provide council with 
full xontrol ovwe project's, maintenance and upgrades to ensure they align with timings 
of other projects, which ultimatwly should reduce costs as roading etc wont be dug up a 
2nd time 
 

 

Do you have any comments on the WSCCO model? Comments 
Yes 

Please add your comments 

I do not support the creation of a WSCCO at this time. I sont aupport taking on millions 
of dollars of debt to fund a board of director's, and executive leadership team and other 
duplicated admin costs, not to mention us taxpayers bearing the cost of compnay tax 
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under a WSCCO. If any WSCCO is projected to make a profit, why do we the 
ratepayers have to bwar an increase in rates, when the entity is going to be profitable? 
Council have said a WSCCO would pay dividends to SDC so again, its.not clear why 
ratepaywrs would then require such large increases in rates. If a WSCCO is going to be 
profitable then ratepayers are a cash cow for council and are not going to get any 
additional services whether under council or as a cco. It is hard to see how a projected 
$62 saving in 10 years time is possible given the additional roles & role duplication 
required to facilitate a CCO. Council have did they will be no role duplication but council 
require admin staff, Accountancy teams, HR and compliance/ regulatory teams and the 
creation of a WSCCO would also require all of these 
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Submitter Number: 324 

 

Full Name: Christine Ferguson 

Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: No  
 
 

 

Do you support the proposed transition of the Selwyn District Council drinking 
and wastewater assets and services into a new Water Services Council 
Controlled Organisation (WSCCO) with stormwater services to remain within 
Council? 
No 

Please add your comments 

I DO NOT support the set-up of a new WSCCO. There will be more control of costs if 
drinking and wastewater assets and services are kept within Council, under elected 
representatives. All this borrowing is most unsatisfactory and is undesirable as it is a 
liability on the ratepayers forever, it seems. 
 

 

Do you prefer that the Selwyn District Council continues with a future in-house 
water delivery model? 
Yes 

Please add your comments 

Keep control of assets and expenditure within the Selwyn District Council. That way 
things will have to be done within the budget and NOT borrow even more money. How 
will it ever be paid back, not to mention - meet the interest repayments? 
 

 

Do you have any comments on the WSCCO model? Comments 
Yes 

Please add your comments 

DO NOT GO DOWN the WSCCO path. Potentially TOO much money available to 
borrow, and impossibility of repayments over the generations of (ratepayers) WSCCO 
customers. Therefore drinking water and wastewater bills will become unaffordable. It 
make take dollars off Selwyn District Council rates, but is a falsehood as the accounts 
will still come, but from WSCCO instead. 
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Submitter Number: 325 

 

Full Name: Peter Hartshorne 

Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: No  
 
 

 

Do you support the proposed transition of the Selwyn District Council drinking 
and wastewater assets and services into a new Water Services Council 
Controlled Organisation (WSCCO) with stormwater services to remain within 
Council? 
No 

Please add your comments 

We know what is being delivered now and it is adequate. Why change 
 

 

Do you prefer that the Selwyn District Council continues with a future in-house 
water delivery model? 
Yes 

Please add your comments 

I am happy with the current model 
 

 

Do you have any comments on the WSCCO model? Comments 
No 

Please add your comments 
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Submitter Number: 326 

 

Full Name: Mervyn Johns 

Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: No  
 
 

 

Do you support the proposed transition of the Selwyn District Council drinking 
and wastewater assets and services into a new Water Services Council 
Controlled Organisation (WSCCO) with stormwater services to remain within 
Council? 
No 

Please add your comments 

I believe Council already have ample staff to do the job and will save on costs 
 

 

Do you prefer that the Selwyn District Council continues with a future in-house 
water delivery model? 
Yes 

Please add your comments 

 
 

 

Do you have any comments on the WSCCO model? Comments 
No 

Please add your comments 
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Submitter Number: 327 

 

Full Name: Aaron Horan 

Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: No  
 
 

 

Do you support the proposed transition of the Selwyn District Council drinking 
and wastewater assets and services into a new Water Services Council 
Controlled Organisation (WSCCO) with stormwater services to remain within 
Council? 
No 

Please add your comments 

Rates will go up either way but less if it stays in house. 
 

 

Do you prefer that the Selwyn District Council continues with a future in-house 
water delivery model? 
Yes 

Please add your comments 

Yes but please fix the need for chlorination. I hate drinking swimming pools 
 

 

Do you have any comments on the WSCCO model? Comments 
No 

Please add your comments 

I selected that i dont have any comments.... yet you presented a comment box... mixed 
messages 
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Submitter Number: 328 

 

Full Name: Delwyn McKenzie 

Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: Yes  
 
 

 

Do you support the proposed transition of the Selwyn District Council drinking 
and wastewater assets and services into a new Water Services Council 
Controlled Organisation (WSCCO) with stormwater services to remain within 
Council? 
No 

Please add your comments 

I am opposed to this proposal due to the high cost it will incur for the next generation. 
 

 

Do you prefer that the Selwyn District Council continues with a future in-house 
water delivery model? 
Yes 

Please add your comments 

How about supplying every household in Selwyn with a filter system for water? It could 
mean we wouldn't have to have our water chlorinated either, saving costs there. 
 

 

Do you have any comments on the WSCCO model? Comments 
Yes 

Please add your comments 

Outside experts/consultants can put the prices up anytime they like and they are also 
not elected representatives by Selwyn rate payers. 
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Submitter Number: 329 

 

Full Name: Jill O'Connor 
Organisation:   
Suburb: Whitecliffs  
Wish to speak to the submission: No  
 
 

 

Do you support the proposed transition of the Selwyn District Council drinking 
and wastewater assets and services into a new Water Services Council 
Controlled Organisation (WSCCO) with stormwater services to remain within 
Council? 
No 

Please add your comments 

I do not think it is necessary to support a whole new entity with all the huge set-up costs 
entailed, when the current system is working, albeit with requiring some streamlining 
and modification to meet future needs. 
 

 

Do you prefer that the Selwyn District Council continues with a future in-house 
water delivery model? 
Yes 

Please add your comments 

As far as I am concerned this is working perfectly well, although I believe there will need 
to be some modifications required to meet future greater demands. I do not want 
another rates increase as I can barely afford what I have to pay now; I am a super 
annuitant who has no other income to support all the necessary household expenses. 
 

 

Do you have any comments on the WSCCO model? Comments 
No 

Please add your comments 

Costly and replicating a system that is already working well. 
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Submitter Number: 330 

 

Full Name: Michael Lloyd 

Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: No  
 
 

 

Do you support the proposed transition of the Selwyn District Council drinking 
and wastewater assets and services into a new Water Services Council 
Controlled Organisation (WSCCO) with stormwater services to remain within 
Council? 
No 

Please add your comments 

We will lose control over it once it is removed from the council. Keeping it inhouse 
allows us some control by voting who runs the council. 
 

 

Do you prefer that the Selwyn District Council continues with a future in-house 
water delivery model? 
Yes 

Please add your comments 

This will allow for ongoing control over it as in been under the council it allows us some 
control by voting who runs the council. 
 

 

Do you have any comments on the WSCCO model? Comments 
No 

Please add your comments 

Once it is removed from the council, there decisions will be independent and no longer 
need to require answering to the voters 
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Submitter Number: 331 

 

Full Name: Eric Askin 

Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: No  
 
 

 

Do you support the proposed transition of the Selwyn District Council drinking 
and wastewater assets and services into a new Water Services Council 
Controlled Organisation (WSCCO) with stormwater services to remain within 
Council? 
No 

Please add your comments 

 
 

 

Do you prefer that the Selwyn District Council continues with a future in-house 
water delivery model? 
Yes 

Please add your comments 

 
 

 

Do you have any comments on the WSCCO model? Comments 
No 

Please add your comments 
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Submitter Number: 332 

 

Full Name: Nikki Chippendale 

Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: Yes  
 
 

 

Do you support the proposed transition of the Selwyn District Council drinking 
and wastewater assets and services into a new Water Services Council 
Controlled Organisation (WSCCO) with stormwater services to remain within 
Council? 
No 

Please add your comments 

 
 

 

Do you prefer that the Selwyn District Council continues with a future in-house 
water delivery model? 
Yes 

Please add your comments 

 
 

 

Do you have any comments on the WSCCO model? Comments 
No 

Please add your comments 
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Submitter Number: 333 

 

Full Name: Donald Reid 

Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: No  
 
 

 

Do you support the proposed transition of the Selwyn District Council drinking 
and wastewater assets and services into a new Water Services Council 
Controlled Organisation (WSCCO) with stormwater services to remain within 
Council? 
Yes 

Please add your comments 

The current council is elected and therefore members are accountable /responsible for 
council decisions. Unelected members, who are chosen by council instead, are prone to 
political, ideological activism. Already we have pagean, spiritual, superstition and 
nonsense evident amongst council members, who engratiate themselves with Ngai 
Tahu by aiming to 'upholding the mana and mauri of all water'. They are welcome to do 
this in private but not force it upon rate payers. 
 

 

Do you prefer that the Selwyn District Council continues with a future in-house 
water delivery model? 
Yes 

Please add your comments 

I support neither, due to the cunning insertion on p10 and p27 of a commitment to co-
govern based on race. As for SDC wanting to be first in NZ to progress this co-
governance it is blatant virtue signalling and career advancement for particular 
individuals. Also the ACT is not even law yet and may never be.. 
 

 

Do you have any comments on the WSCCO model? Comments 
Yes 

Please add your comments 

I am deeply concerned that SDC is prepared to use its ratepayers as pawns and inflict 
identity politics on them, while increasing our costs. 
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Submitter Number: 334 

 

Full Name: Nicola McDowell 
Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: No  
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Submitter Number: 335 

 

Full Name: Brian Lester 
Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: Yes  
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Submitter Number: 336 

 

Full Name: Lieuwe Doubleday 

Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: Yes  
 
 

 

Do you support the proposed transition of the Selwyn District Council drinking 
and wastewater assets and services into a new Water Services Council 
Controlled Organisation (WSCCO) with stormwater services to remain within 
Council? 
No 

Please add your comments 

The proposed costs are unnecessary creating more intergenerational debt is not 
welcome. The current inhouse team have done a great job. 
 

 

Do you prefer that the Selwyn District Council continues with a future in-house 
water delivery model? 
Yes 

Please add your comments 

 
 

 

Do you have any comments on the WSCCO model? Comments 
Yes 

Please add your comments 
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Submitter Number: 337 

 

Full Name: Catherine Payne 

Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: No  
 
 

 

Do you support the proposed transition of the Selwyn District Council drinking 
and wastewater assets and services into a new Water Services Council 
Controlled Organisation (WSCCO) with stormwater services to remain within 
Council? 
No 

Please add your comments 

 
 

 

Do you prefer that the Selwyn District Council continues with a future in-house 
water delivery model? 
Yes 

Please add your comments 

 
 

 

Do you have any comments on the WSCCO model? Comments 
No 

Please add your comments 
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Submitter Number: 338 

 

Full Name: AARON MCGLINCHY 

Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: No  
 
 

 

Do you support the proposed transition of the Selwyn District Council drinking 
and wastewater assets and services into a new Water Services Council 
Controlled Organisation (WSCCO) with stormwater services to remain within 
Council? 
No 

Please add your comments 

SDC are rushing towards a WSCCO without provide sufficient detail and justification to 
residents, and to councilors. Throughout the consultation process there have been 
numerous calls for more detail. Some information has been provided, but it is 
piecemeal, and the short consultation period is inadequate to properly consider the 
proposal. Furthermore the decision to appoint people into roles at a CCO Establishment 
body is premature, and only serves as evidence SDC do not truly wish to consult - you 
have made a decision, and are now engineering the process towards that outcome. 
This is not democrcay, and it is not good governance. The chief reason you give for 
moving to a CCO is the ability to boorow more money. No information has been 
provided on the actual needs for more borrowing, nor the implications of this on rates 
(and shifting rates over to water service charges is glossed over, with no transparency 
as to the combined cost to households over time). You should pause this process, 
retain FOR NOW the existing inhouse management that is an option the Government 
allows) and do a proper analysis of the options, what the costs/benefits of in-house vs a 
WSCCO. DO NOT RUSH THIS DECISION. 
 

 

Do you prefer that the Selwyn District Council continues with a future in-house 
water delivery model? 
Yes 

Please add your comments 

As above - FOR NOW retain services in house, and do a properly considered cost-
benefit analysis. Provide details as to why increassed borring would be necessary, and 
the implications if that borrowing ability is not available. In addition, exploring the option 
of using Corde should be done - do not simply say they're doing a good job so we don't 
want to change things, or we have "move at pace". That is a cop out, and incredibly 
poor management. Make decisions based on evidence and rationale, not trite sound 
bites from the Mayor. 
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Do you have any comments on the WSCCO model? Comments 
Yes 

Please add your comments 

The Wellington City experience of a Water CCO does not give any confidence in that 
approach. Corde were being lined up to manage three waters for Selwyn. They have 
the former head of Auckland Water on their board. If we are to go to a CCO we should 
include full assessment of utilising our existing CCO, so as to avoid duplicate costs of 
staff, CEO, board... We need proper informatio as to why a CCO is better than the 
existing in house service. What is wrong with the n-house service. The only reasoning 
given so far seems to be "we can borrow more money" - but why do you need to 
borrow, how much, for what reason... SDC have been criticised by the auditor's office 
for their poor practice/performance. The lack of detail provided in the consultation 
documents, and the many subsequent questions from ratepayers that should have been 
fundamental to council making any decision on even what model(s) to consult on, 
reinforce that SDC is ill equipped to prepare proper business cases for this sort of 
venture. The half baked process that has been rushed through (yet again) is a major 
concern. Councilors should have been asking the sorts of questions ratepayers have 
been asking. In the absence of answers they should have instructed staff to go back to 
the drawing board. The Government requirements action by Sept, but retaining the 
status quo for now is a legitimate action, and does not preclude in future establishing a 
WSCCO if and when a proper analysis is undertaken and shared with residents. 
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Submitter Number: 339 

 

Full Name: Robin McKenzie 

Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: No  
 
 

 

Do you support the proposed transition of the Selwyn District Council drinking 
and wastewater assets and services into a new Water Services Council 
Controlled Organisation (WSCCO) with stormwater services to remain within 
Council? 
No 

Please add your comments 

It seems to me that a council-controlled independent body with the council being the 
only shareholder is just a way for the council to reap any monetary benefits as charges 
skyrocket, whilst transferring any blame. The appointed WSCCO board will not be 
accountable to the ratepayer as elected councilors are. Please ask your consciences 
what will be the least painful outcome for the people you represent. 
 

 

Do you prefer that the Selwyn District Council continues with a future in-house 
water delivery model? 
Yes 

Please add your comments 

 
 

 

Do you have any comments on the WSCCO model? Comments 
No 

Please add your comments 
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Submitter Number: 340 

 

Full Name: Viv Titmus 

Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: No  
 
 

 

Do you support the proposed transition of the Selwyn District Council drinking 
and wastewater assets and services into a new Water Services Council 
Controlled Organisation (WSCCO) with stormwater services to remain within 
Council? 
No 

Please add your comments 

 
 

 

Do you prefer that the Selwyn District Council continues with a future in-house 
water delivery model? 
Yes 

Please add your comments 

 
 

 

Do you have any comments on the WSCCO model? Comments 
Yes 

Please add your comments 

Why is there a rush to move forward rather than take a more considered approach with 
more time to assess options. I think we should remain with the inhouse model for now 
and shift models in the future if we need too. I don't like the fact that you have already 
hired staff and invested money in the WSCCO model. We should be in discussions with 
the government and pushing back on some of their proposals and obtaining some 
concessions that would be valuable and suitable for Canterbury rural conditions, as we 
are already operating 3 waters in the Selwyn District area we should already have the 
skills knowledge and experience to continue this operation in house, but if we lack those 
they should be sourced and used in house. We should not be incurring increased costs 
in duplicating extra systems and management structures. I would like more information 
on how confident you are that from year 10 the drinking and wastewater rates are 
predicted to be lower than what is in the published Long-Term Plan 2024-2034. If the 
WSCCO is brought into operation and it is found that it is no longer needed is there any 
guarantee that the SDC would disestablish the WSCCO and what would the costs be to 
do this. SDC borrowing should be limited to the current 280% of revenue, not increase 
to 500% under WSCCO because the attitude of some boards controlling these finances 
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tend to use the maximum available finance and thus have no control of future expenses 
and liabilities which will fallback directly onto the ratepayers. This should not be allowed 
to happen. If WSCCO does proceed then all the SDC residents should vote in the 
controlling board members. 
  



 

75 
 

 

Submitter Number: 341 

 

Full Name: Barry Neil Manson 

Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: No  
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Submitter Number: 342 

 

Full Name: Maureen Flattery 

Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: No  
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Submitter Number: 343 

 

Full Name: Richard Frost 
Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: No  
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Submitter Number: 344 

 

Full Name: Calvin Payne 

Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: Yes  
 
 

 

Do you support the proposed transition of the Selwyn District Council drinking 
and wastewater assets and services into a new Water Services Council 
Controlled Organisation (WSCCO) with stormwater services to remain within 
Council? 
No 

Please add your comments 

 
 

 

Do you prefer that the Selwyn District Council continues with a future in-house 
water delivery model? 
Yes 

Please add your comments 

 
 

 

Do you have any comments on the WSCCO model? Comments 
No 

Please add your comments 
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Submitter Number: 345 

 

Full Name: David Farmer 
Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: Yes  
 
 

 

Do you support the proposed transition of the Selwyn District Council drinking 
and wastewater assets and services into a new Water Services Council 
Controlled Organisation (WSCCO) with stormwater services to remain within 
Council? 
No 

Please add your comments 

This will be less accountable and add further financial burden to Selwyn over the long 
term. 
 

 

Do you prefer that the Selwyn District Council continues with a future in-house 
water delivery model? 
Yes 

Please add your comments 

No large setup costs plus greater accountability. 
 

 

Do you have any comments on the WSCCO model? Comments 
Yes 

Please add your comments 

Why is SDC rushing to move ahead of legislation? What vested interests does this 
serve? There is nothing to be gained from this for the ratepayer, and everything to lose! 
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Submitter Number: 346 

 

Full Name: Douglas Marshall 
Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: Yes  
 
 

 

Do you support the proposed transition of the Selwyn District Council drinking 
and wastewater assets and services into a new Water Services Council 
Controlled Organisation (WSCCO) with stormwater services to remain within 
Council? 
No 

Please add your comments 

I can see the logic for the ESCCO decision but I think there are more matters that need 
to be considered before the final delivery option is selected 
 

 

Do you prefer that the Selwyn District Council continues with a future in-house 
water delivery model? 
Yes 

Please add your comments 

Refer to my previous comment. 
 

 

Do you have any comments on the WSCCO model? Comments 
Yes 

Please add your comments 

See my attached submission 
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Submitter Number: 347 

 

Full Name: Chris Reddell 
Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: No  
 
 

 

Do you support the proposed transition of the Selwyn District Council drinking 
and wastewater assets and services into a new Water Services Council 
Controlled Organisation (WSCCO) with stormwater services to remain within 
Council? 
No 

Please add your comments 

I would support the move to WSCCO only if it can be de-politized. Its Board needs to be 
appointed outside of Council so it is not constantly being changed and having to deal 
with constantly changing priorities from Council. Also, it will need to have long term 
goals/deliverables that are outside of the 3 year council election cycle. Any proposed 
Board needs to take a long-term view of its activities and what it needs to deliver. While 
a Board needs to have some input from those with expertise in 3 waters management 
experience it also needs Board members who are capable of asking good questions, 
reading papers, and understand governance. Good governance needs more than just 
industry expertise. 
 

 

Do you prefer that the Selwyn District Council continues with a future in-house 
water delivery model? 
Yes 

Please add your comments 

Please see my comments from the previous question. 
 

 

Do you have any comments on the WSCCO model? Comments 
Yes 

Please add your comments 

As I have previously said, if a WSCCO model is chosen then it must be de-politized and 
arms-length removed from Council and its focus on 3 year elections cycles. I also think 
that if a WSCCO is chosen then the storm water function in urban areas should be 
included in it. I understand there are challenges to this in rural areas but largely rural 
areas do not use either Drinking water or Waste water infrastructure. 
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Submitter Number: 348 

 

Full Name: Grace Taylor 
Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: No  
 
 

 

Do you support the proposed transition of the Selwyn District Council drinking 
and wastewater assets and services into a new Water Services Council 
Controlled Organisation (WSCCO) with stormwater services to remain within 
Council? 
No 

Please add your comments 

Your short, lacking detail , consultation has failed to convince me that having a CCO for 
water services is going to be beneficial to the ratepayer. In effect, a CCO creates a new 
bureaucracy which aside from the significant set-up costs, will need to be wrangled with 
by the Council . The loss of integration of services will create inefficiencies, slow down 
decision making and problem solving. It will be much easier having all moving parts 
within one Council realm and management under the oversight of one CEO. 
 

 

Do you prefer that the Selwyn District Council continues with a future in-house 
water delivery model? 
Yes 

Please add your comments 

You are doing a great job with water now. Back yourselves! You can do this in-house. 
May require additional specialized expertise so recruit and their addition can be of 
benefit to the entire organization. 
 

 

Do you have any comments on the WSCCO model? Comments 
Yes 

Please add your comments 

A WSCCO is probably intended for less functioning councils. You are high functioning! 
You don't need this. It appears the main motivator for your WSCCO model option is to 
enable the Council access to a higher debt ceiling. You might want to re-think the real 
life impacts of that on your ratepayers, especially those on fixed incomes. These 
discussions need to be had during the long term plan consultations, not hidden as an 
unexpected (for some) consequence of this imperfect consultation process. 
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Submitter Number: 349 

 

Full Name: Jane Elms 

Organisation: Prebbleton Community Association  
Wish to speak to the submission: No  
 
 

 

Do you support the proposed transition of the Selwyn District Council drinking 
and wastewater assets and services into a new Water Services Council 
Controlled Organisation (WSCCO) with stormwater services to remain within 
Council? 
No 

Please add your comments 

*We are concerned that without all relevant legislation passed there are too many 
unknown factors. *We are concerned that a future change in legislation could mean that 
a District Council could lose control over local water Servies and meeting local needs. 
*We are concerned about the SDC governing the WSCCO, both in managing the 
multiple risks, especially regarding the ‘uncalled capital’, as well as 
maintaining/managing local control and transparent processes of a public service. We 
are also concerned that future community consultations on the relevant water topics 
would no longer take place. *We are concerned that a) the short length of the 
consultation period; b) that no education sessions for residents were pre-planned (the 
drop-in sessions that Committee members attended had more unanswered questions 
than answered); c) that when some 'education' was forthcoming a week of the 
consultation period had already gone, and some of this was somewhat bias in favour of 
a WSCCO; d) that the consultation document was lacking in details; e) that we gained a 
deeper understanding reading information on other District Councils website. **We 
would like to acknowledge and congratulate Cr Sophie McInnes for her part in the live 
on-line session on Wednesday 5th March. We valued her clear and honest answers. 
 

 

Do you prefer that the Selwyn District Council continues with a future in-house 
water delivery model? 
Yes 

Please add your comments 

*Due to the many unknown variables, we prefer this option so that control of our water 
remains with elected representatives who understand local needs and priorities. * 
Continuity of service as the area continues to develop and grow. * We are concerned 
with the cost of establishing a WSCCO when the infrastructure needed is already 
established within SDC. While there may be some long-term financial benefits of a 
WSCCO, we also need to reinforce the financial strain that many households are 
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currently under, and although we understand that the SDC will need to make changes 
to meet the new legislation we believe that is a preferred option. 
 

 

Do you have any comments on the WSCCO model? Comments 
Yes 

Please add your comments 

This is a potential model for the future when legislative requirements are in place, more 
information is available, and greater clarity of the costs, benefits and risks are made 
public. Again, we are concerned about the rushed approach for public consultation and 
the lack of proactive education for the community prior to the consultation timeframe. 
We applauded councils such as Ashburton District Council who are utilising a 4-week 
consultation period. We find it necessary to remind SDC that this topic is their daily 
work, many in the community work full time and have prior commitments so are unable 
to 'drop tools' and learn about 'Your Water Done Well' and/or be able to attend last 
minute drop-in sessions. They are instead influenced by 'on-line warriors'. We would 
have liked to have the opportunity to hold an information session in Prebbleton however 
there wasn't sufficient time. Only one of the three ward SDC Councillors made contact 
with the Prebbleton Community Association, and with good luck, we had a meeting that 
same week and could meet with them. 
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Submitter Number: 350 

 

Full Name: Darryl Griffin 

Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: Yes  
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Submitter Number: 351 

 

Full Name: Jane Elms 

Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: No  
 
 

 

Do you support the proposed transition of the Selwyn District Council drinking 
and wastewater assets and services into a new Water Services Council 
Controlled Organisation (WSCCO) with stormwater services to remain within 
Council? 
No 

Please add your comments 

While this concept has potential, having experts managing such a vital resource, 
unfortunately I do not feel like I have sufficient information to answer yes. I believe this 
is being rushed, from a national level, when legislation is still unclear about the future of 
this model. As such I feel like this is a risk that is too big for SDC. I am concerned that a 
future change in legislation could mean that a District Council could lose control over 
local water Servies and meeting local needs, or that a WSCCO could be too focused on 
business outcomes to focus on community needs. 
 

 

Do you prefer that the Selwyn District Council continues with a future in-house 
water delivery model? 
Yes 

Please add your comments 

At this point in time, from the information that has been made available to the 
community, this seems to be the option with less risks, from financial implications to 
governance. 
 

 

Do you have any comments on the WSCCO model? Comments 
Yes 

Please add your comments 

This model has potential in the future when we have more information. I appreciate it is 
difficult to meet the meets of all locals with the information you provide however a 
District Council works for the people, not the other way around. Multiple levels of detail 
needed to be provided, as did pre-planned education sessions with people who could 
actually answer the questions, and answer them honestly, that includes saying 'we don't 
know that yet'. 
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Submitter Number: 352 

 

Full Name: Gareth Payne 

Organisation:   
Suburb: Annat  
Wish to speak to the submission: Yes  
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Submitter Number: 353 

 

Full Name: Margaret Mary Nimmo 

Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: No  
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Submitter Number: 354 

 

Full Name: Lean Seng (Tony) Gan 

Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: No  
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Submitter Number: 355 

 

Full Name: Malcolm Gourlie 

Organisation:  
Suburb: Halswell  
Wish to speak to the submission: No  
 
 

 

Do you support the proposed transition of the Selwyn District Council drinking 
and wastewater assets and services into a new Water Services Council 
Controlled Organisation (WSCCO) with stormwater services to remain within 
Council? 
No 

Please add your comments 

Water infrastructure in Selwyn largely new, any new projects should be funded by 
developers and not ratepayers. No new entity required at a cost disproportionate to 
what actually needs to be done - replicating what already exists within the council, with 
new staff brought in as required on fixed term contracts. Planning and ongoing water 
infrastructure should be in house, after consultation and with costings accountable to 
the ratepayer. 
 

 

Do you prefer that the Selwyn District Council continues with a future in-house 
water delivery model? 
Yes 

Please add your comments 

Give ratepayers a break. 
 

 

Do you have any comments on the WSCCO model? Comments 
Yes 

Please add your comments 

Central Plains Water Scheme owned and built by the Selwyn District Council & 
Christchurch City Council, established to provide water storage and irrigation on the 
Canterbury Plains. Wildly ‘successful’ in that it enabled peak dairy on the plains lighter 
soils ….leading to dirty water, high nitrate levels, river, stream and lake pollution. 
Ratepayers now have to pay through the nose to have their water chlorinated and water 
sources re-engineered against pollution, caused by peak dairy created by the Selwyn 
District Council. Has there ever been a return on the investment? A positive return that 
is. 
  



 

117 
 

 

Submitter Number: 356 

 

Full Name: James Gourlie 

Organisation:   
Suburb: Halswell  
Wish to speak to the submission: No  
 
 

 

Do you support the proposed transition of the Selwyn District Council drinking 
and wastewater assets and services into a new Water Services Council 
Controlled Organisation (WSCCO) with stormwater services to remain within 
Council? 
No 

Please add your comments 

Too high a cost to ratepayers 
 

 

Do you prefer that the Selwyn District Council continues with a future in-house 
water delivery model? 
Yes 

Please add your comments 

Lower cost to ratepayers 
 

 

Do you have any comments on the WSCCO model? Comments 
Yes 

Please add your comments 

Not working elsewhere even where three or four councils have banded together to keep 
costs down - lower N.I. 
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Submitter Number: 357 

 

Full Name: Yvonne Evans 

Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: No  
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Submitter Number: 358 

 

Full Name: Jacinda Anderson 

Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: No  
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Submitter Number: 359 

 

Full Name: Mark Hunter 
Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: No  
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Submitter Number: 360 

 

Full Name: Janet Talbot 
Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: No  
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Submitter Number: 361 

 

Full Name: Carolyne Jones 

Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: No  
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Submitter Number: 362 

 

Full Name: Andrew Fischer 
Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: No  
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Submitter Number: 363 

 

Full Name: Sarah Manifold 

Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: Yes  
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Submitter Number: 364 

 

Full Name: Graeme Young 

Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: Yes  
 
 

 

  



 

140 
 

 
  



 

141 
 

 
  



 

142 
 

 

Submitter Number: 365 

 

Full Name: Clavin Clare 

Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: No  
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Submitter Number: 366 

 

Full Name: Susan Hunter 
Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: No  
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Submitter Number: 367 

 

Full Name: Samuel Wilshire 

Organisation: West Melton District Residents Association  
Wish to speak to the submission: Yes  
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Submitter Number: 368 

 

Full Name: Neville Strong 

Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: No  
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Submitter Number: 369 

 

Full Name: David Armstrong 

Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: No  
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Submitter Number: 370 

 

Full Name: Fred Bull 
Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: No  
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Submitter Number: 371 

 

Full Name: Graeme Dawson 

Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: No  
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Submitter Number: 372 

 

Full Name: John Verry 

Organisation: Malvern Community Board  
Wish to speak to the submission: Yes  
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Submitter Number: 373 

 

Full Name: Janet Mathewson 

Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: No  
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Submitter Number: 374 

 

Full Name: Patricia Clare 

Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: No  
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Submitter Number: 375 

 

Full Name: Alice Thorne 

Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: No  
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Submitter Number: 376 

 

Full Name: Margaret Lang-dale Hunt 
Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: No  
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Submitter Number: 377 

 

Full Name: Walker Brian 

Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: No  
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Submitter Number: 378 

 

Full Name: Patrick Van dePol 
Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: No  
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Submitter Number: 379 

 

Full Name: Stephen Ray 

Organisation:   
Suburb: Annat  
Wish to speak to the submission: No  
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Submitter Number: 380 

 

Full Name: Steve Pudney 

Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: No  
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Submitter Number: 381 

 

Full Name: Andrew Howard 

Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: No  
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Submitter Number: 382 

 

Full Name: Lesley Palmer 
Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: No  
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Submitter Number: 383 

 

Full Name: Sonya Strahan 

Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: No  
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Submitter Number: 384 

 

Full Name: Eric Freeman 

Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: No  
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Submitter Number: 385 

 

Full Name: John Verry 

Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: Yes  
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Submitter Number: 386 

 

Full Name: Christopher Norton 

Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: No  
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Submitter Number: 387 

 

Full Name: William Gye 

Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: Yes  
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Submitter Number: 388 

 

Full Name: Sharon Howard 

Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: No  
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Submitter Number: 389 

 

Full Name: Ian Tennant 
Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: Yes  
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Submitter Number: 390 

 

Full Name: Sharon Ray 

Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: No  
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Submitter Number: 391 

 

Full Name: Connor van dePol 
Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: No  
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Submitter Number: 392 

 

Full Name: Bronwyn van dePol 
Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: No  
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Submitter Number: 393 

 

Full Name: Keith Taege 

Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: Yes  
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Submitter Number: 394 

 

Full Name: Helen Taege 

Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: No  
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Submitter Number: 395 

 

Full Name: Alan Hogg 

Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: No  
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Submitter Number: 396 

 

Full Name: Bruce Russell 
Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: Yes  
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Submitter Number: 397 

 

Full Name: Vanessa Murray 

Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: Yes  
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Submitter Number: 398 

 

Full Name: Philip Anderson 

Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: No  
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Submitter Number: 399 

 

Full Name: M Smithies 

Organisation:   
Suburb: Halswell  
Wish to speak to the submission: No  
 
 

 

Do you support the proposed transition of the Selwyn District Council drinking 
and wastewater assets and services into a new Water Services Council 
Controlled Organisation (WSCCO) with stormwater services to remain within 
Council? 
No 

Please add your comments 

Ratepayers can't afford this shiny new entity with it's need to borrow huge amounts with 
no accountability. 
 

 

Do you prefer that the Selwyn District Council continues with a future in-house 
water delivery model? 
Yes 

Please add your comments 

Elected representative oversight present when in-house. 
 

 

Do you have any comments on the WSCCO model? Comments 
Yes 

Please add your comments 

Despite S Broughton's comments to the contrary, it's not working in Wellington - 
contractor rip offs. No accountability or oversight apparently. 
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Submitter Number: 400 

 

Full Name: J Gourlie 

Organisation: Parkdale Farm  
Suburb: Halswell  
Wish to speak to the submission: No  
 
 

 

Do you support the proposed transition of the Selwyn District Council drinking 
and wastewater assets and services into a new Water Services Council 
Controlled Organisation (WSCCO) with stormwater services to remain within 
Council? 
No 

Please add your comments 

Loss of direct accountability through elected councilors. No consultation. Borrowing and 
spending ratepayer funds with no accountability. 
 

 

Do you prefer that the Selwyn District Council continues with a future in-house 
water delivery model? 
Yes 

Please add your comments 

Cheaper overall - can't borrow as much as the WSCCO so have to spend more 
carefully, wisely and in a planned fashion. No middle management. 
 

 

Do you have any comments on the WSCCO model? Comments 
Yes 

Please add your comments 

Selwyn has new infrastructure, no need for large scale rebuilding or repairs. Make 
developers pay their share. 
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Submitter Number: 401 

 

Full Name: Shanelle Carroll Pudney 

Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: No  
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Submitter Number: 402 

 

Full Name: Graham Gough 

Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: No  
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Submitter Number: 403 

 

Full Name: Gary Brown 

Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: No  
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Submitter Number: 404 

 

Full Name: Scott Halkett 
Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: No  
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Submitter Number: 405 

 

Full Name: Pietro Scalia 

Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: No  
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Submitter Number: 406 

 

Full Name: Alan Mathewson 

Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: No  
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Submitter Number: 407 

 

Full Name: Christine Montrose Hogg 

Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: No  
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Submitter Number: 408 

 

Full Name: Pauline Scalia 

Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: No  
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Submitter Number: 409 

 

Full Name: Tara Norton 

Organisation:   
Wish to speak to the submission: No  
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